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Conducting the Assessment – Play Sufficiency Assessment
As well as establishing a baseline of provision, the Play Sufficiency Assessment will
enable the following:









Identification of gaps in information, provision, service delivery and policy
implementation
Support the establishment of evidence to give an indication of distance travelled in
relation to play sufficiency
Highlight potential ways of addressing issues relating to partnership working
The input and involvement of all partners increasing levels of knowledge and
understanding
A monitoring system which will involve and improve communication between
professionals
The identification of good practice examples
Increased levels of partnerships in assessing sufficient play opportunities
The identification of actions for the Securing Play Sufficiency Action Plan which
accompanies the Play Sufficiency Assessment

A template has been produced to support a corporate appraisal of the matters that need
to be taken into account as set out in the Statutory Guidance. The indicators listed within
each matter are provided as sample indicators which should be amended to meet local
issues as appropriate.
The Play Sufficiency Assessment must demonstrate that the Local Authority has taken
into account and assessed the matters set out in The Play Sufficiency Assessment
(Wales) Regulations 2012 and Statutory Guidance.
As well as providing baseline information, the Assessment can include examples of
current practice that the Local Authority wishes to highlight.
Local Authorities might consider structuring the Play Sufficiency Assessment in the
following way and as a minimum address all the identified sections.
Principle Statement
This section should be used to articulate the Local Authority’s acknowledgement of the
value and importance of play in the lives of children.
“Play encompasses children’s behaviour which is freely chosen, personally directed and
intrinsically motivated. It is performed for no external goal or reward, and is a
fundamental and integral part of healthy development - not only for individual children,
but also for the society in which they live”.
Welsh Government “Creating a Play Friendly Wales” 2012
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“The right to play is a child’s first claim on the community. Play is nature’s training for life.
No community can infringe that right without doing deep and enduring harm to the minds
and bodies of its citizens”
David Lloyd George (1925)
Play Wales states that playing is one of the easiest and most natural ways that children
of any age can engage in necessary levels of physical activity. The Welsh Government’s
Healthy Weight: Healthy Wales consultation lists play as a main influencer on children’s
healthy weight behaviours. The National Assembly for Wales’ paper ‘Physical Activity of
Children and Young People’ (March 2019) sees the development of the forthcoming new
curriculum as an opportunity to increase physical activity within schools. The paper
recommends that all schools should provide wider access to their school activity facilities
to local communities to encourage more physical activity outside of the school day.
Powys County Council and all key organisations responsible for delivering public services
within Powys have recognised via the Public Service Board and Wellbeing and Futures
Generations Plan the importance of delivering on the following local objectives:





People in Powys will experience a stable and thriving economy
People in Powys will enjoy a sustainable and productive environment
People in Powys will be healthy, socially motivated and responsible
People in Powys will be connected by strong communities and a vibrant culture

There are 12 wellbeing steps to deliver the local objectives which include:








Actively engage with residents, communities and key stakeholders to promote,
shape and deliver out vision for 2040.
Work with and influence others to improve our transport infrastructure, our existing
transport links and develop a sustainable and integrated approach for planning
and delivery.
Work with and influence others to ensure improved digital infrastructure for Powys.
Develop a joint approach to community resilience by co-ordinating existing support
and building the skills and capacity within communities helping them do the things
they can do for themselves.
Undertake market research and establish an effective infrastructure to support
active enjoyment of the environment and adventure tourism.
Implement more effective structures and processes that enable multiagency
community focused responses to wellbeing, early help and support.
Develop our organisations capacity to improve emotional health and well-being
within all our communities.

Context
This section should describe the methodology used to undertake and approve the Play
Sufficiency Assessment and Action Plan and any consultation with partners on the
Assessment/Action Plan. It should also list the key; partners that engaged with the
process And identify any challenges in undertaking the Assessment. It should describe
the mechanism that the Local Authority proposes to use to take forward the identified
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actions for the action plan.
The Play Sufficiency Assessment has been undertaken by the Service Strategy &
Development Manager for Leisure & Recreation and the Children’s Commissioning and
Project Officer.
Contributing Services, Partners and Organisations include:
Action for Children
Active Travel Services
Adults Commissioning Service
Business Intelligence
Childcare Business Support
Childcare Sufficiency Officer
Children’s Commissioning and Transformation Team
Children’s Services
Communications & Engagement Officer
Corporate Property
Councillors
Create Play
Credu Young Carers
Disability Sport Wales Development Officer
Education
Family Information Service
Flying Start
Freedom Leisure
Healthy Schools/ Healthy Pre schools
Highways Services
Honey Pot Children’s Charity
Housing Services
Integrated Children's Disability Service
Library Services
Local Service Board
Outdoor Recreation Team
PAVO
Planning Services
Play Networks
Powys Dance
Powys Youth Forum
Public Health
Schools Service
Supporting People
Sustainable Futures Officer
Team Around the Family
Town & Community Councils
Traffic & Road Safety
Training Department
Transport Services
Travelling Ahead: Gypsy, Roma and Traveller Advice & Advocacy Service
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Web Applications Team
Welsh Language Officer
Youth Participation and Engagement Officer
Youth Services
A Play Sufficiency Working Group comprising of the Development Manager for Leisure
and Recreation, PAVO’s Childrens Officer and the Children’s Commissioning and
Transformation Team Project Officer was established to meet periodically to monitor the
completion of the Play Sufficiency Assessment.
The planned methodology for undertaking the Play Sufficiency Audit included:
Engagement with Schools.
Feedback from children/young people at play events.
Online and paper survey to children, young people, parents, play work, youth work,
leisure/recreation & childcare settings, professionals, town & community councils.
Engagement of parents/carers, professionals and marginalised groups
Semi-Structured meetings and discussions with lead professionals associated with policy
areas identified in play sufficiency guidance
Mapping and Data Collection. Data gathered from existing sources including: Children’s
Commissioning, JSNA, Education, Planning, Family Information Service, Leisure and
Recreation departments.
Challenges:
Play, as a behaviour and developmental process for children/young people, has wide
ranging and cross cutting implications for a vast range of community services and
developments. This isn’t always recognised by those planning and delivering services in
communities, especially if they cannot see a direct link between their service and the
needs of children/young people.
Whilst resource has been allocated to undertake the PSA this has naturally been limited.
The scope and depth of data collected and analysed reflects this. Nonetheless, the PSA
aims to provide a realistic picture of the good practice that has been achieved, balanced
with identifying areas where attention is still needed in order to provide sufficient play
opportunities for all children in Powys.
Some responses from stakeholders/partners have been slow to gather. Staffing levels
within the local authority have declined over the past 3 years leaving significantly fewer
staff to deal with a much broader remit. Very often, play is not seen as within their
sphere of responsibility, so can become lost in the noise of information dissemination and
requests for evidence.
Mechanism to take forward Action Plan:
It is planned to continue regular engagement with partners and organisations as an
effective mechanism to promote, enable, where possible and coordinate best practice for
play across the county. This will depend on a minimum level of resource to make this
happen but it has proved beneficial for partners over many years now. In addition, the
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positive response received from partners, as a result of undertaking the PSA, has helped
to identify a wider range of partners who are interested in becoming more involved with
the process. Links with Transformational and strategic Boards and Partnerships will
continue to develop enabling those working closely with children and young people to
have a mechanism whereby they can recognise and support positive play attitudes.
Partnership working
This section should demonstrate to what extent the following (and others) were
involved in the undertaking of the Assessment and the development of the action plan:

Town and Community Councils

Third sector organisations, particularly play associations and play providers

The private sector if appropriate

Community groups
Previously we have had in place the Play Strategic Management Group which brings
together key partners to help plan and coordinate play across the county. The plans of
the Strategic Management Group then feed into other key strategic partnership thematic
groups.
Town & Community Councils:
All were contacted via email. Ideally we would have liked verbal contact but time did not
allow this. All were contacted and responses and feedback received was fed into the
PSA.
Third Sector Organisations, particularly regional play associations & Other Community
Groups:
In Powys there have been long established 3 independent Play Networks/Associations
which cover the whole of Powys. They have delivered open access play sessions and
undertaken some of the research whilst doing so to help inform the play needs of
children/young people in Powys.
Each of the Play Associations/Networks also develop links within the community and play
projects evolve e.g.: a family day at Oriel Gallery, Newtown with Play Montgomeryshire,
Wyeside Arts Centre with Play Radnor. Community Groups are able to keep up to date
with the developments around play via the PAVO Children & Families information blog
which regularly disseminates information on play. In addition, there are other social
media platforms that help to spread the word.
The private sector:
Some private sector organisations are known but engagement with these has been
limited for the purposes of the PSA.
Communities First Partnerships:
There are no Communities First areas currently in Powys. However, we make use of the
Flying Start areas to identify areas of deprivation based on the numbers of Free School
Meals. We also have to acknowledge in Powys, due to its deep rurality and sparse
population that many children, young people and families are deprived in relation to
accessing services.
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Consultation and participation
This section should describe how the Local Authority has:

Obtained the views of children with regards to the play opportunities they currently
access, how they would like the community to better support them to play and
what barriers stop them from playing

Obtained the views on play provision from parents, families and other
stakeholders

Analysed the information and how it has been used to inform future plans
An online and paper survey aimed at Children and young people 25 years and under, in
both Welsh & English was made available via Leisure centre, Schools and partners’
networks.
The Youth Forum has been involved and the views of members sought on the state of
Play in Powys.
Feedback from children and young people from both Secondary and Primary School
‘Have Your Say Days’, which were held in the North, Mid and South of the County, has
been fed into the PSA. Responses from a recent Careers Fair, where over 3000 young
people attended has also been fed into the assessment.
Discussions were held with the Brecon Gypsy and Traveller community and their views
on local Play opportunities and provision.
Play Networks/Associations have provided feedback from play events carried out over
the summer. Levels of satisfaction were recorded directly from children and observations
from play workers recorded.
From engagement with young people on the play spaces and opportunities in their area
the following themes were identified.
What’s good
 Walking routes
 Feeling safe
 Green Spaces
 Fresh air
 Trees
 Safe to ride bikes
 Animals
 Parks
 Surrounding community
 Space for football
What’s not so good
 Old play equipment
 Lack of space for older young people
 Cars
 Limited pavements
 Lack of sites for bikes and skateboards
7

Play Sufficiency Assessment Toolkit – Part 2
Assessment Toolkit






Litter
Public Transport
Cost of transport
Dog fouling
Rurality

Maximising resources
This section should provide an overview as to how partners currently use their existing
budgets to support children’s access to play opportunities. It should identify how
budgets have been reprioritised as part of the 2019 Play Sufficiency Assessments and
subsequent plans.
Please use this section to highlight what has changed since the 2016 Play Sufficiency
Action Plan in terms of how resources are allocated.
Please also highlight how Welsh Government programmes have been used locally for
the provision of play and how they have addressed priorities from your 2016 play
sufficiency assessment:
Families First budget provides play opportunities identified in Flying Start areas, as areas
of deprivation.
Welsh Government Additional Funding - All Wales Play Opportunities Grant - additional
funding in rural, socially deprived areas throughout Powys. Additional support for
schools to enhance playing opportunities. Support provided to communities and a range
of other groups via the availability of toolkits and continuous professional development
opportunities. The additional play opportunities grant allows for short term projects and
pilots throughout the County.
Play Wales - the support that Play Wales provides in terms of the information, online
resources, networking and training provides a solid foundation for Continuous
Professional Development across the County, at a strategic level and for play workers.
Play Wales makes a contribution towards achieving better quality play experiences.
Community Enablement Grants. Small but essential grants paid to Play Networks which
help community development of play projects alongside other community groups. This
grant has constantly been under threat at a time when the local authority need to make
drastic budget cuts. It has been confirmed that this will not continuing for the next
financial year.
Project by project funding bids. Play Networks/Associations apply for additional funding
for projects from a variety of trusts and grants, very often with values below £5000.
Children in Need and other funding streams, including the Authorities Integrated Care
Fund Small Grants Scheme, provide funding for activities which support play
opportunities for children and young people. The ICF Small Grants Scheme focus was
around improving the emotional health and wellbeing of children and young people.
Some town & community councils also provide some grant funding. Other activities are
self-funded e.g.: stay n play sessions. The Play Networks/Associations have also been
contracted to deliver open access play sessions.
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A range of childcare providers including pre-school playgroups, afterschool clubs,
breakfast clubs and parent/toddler groups all provide opportunities for children to play.
Some receive Welsh government grant funding under Flying Start and 3-year-old funded
places programmes. Many of these settings are placed in the third sector and have to be
financially sustainable. Settings apply for project funding, fundraise and self-fund
activities.
Youth Services are provided by Powys Youth Service and a wide range of third sector
organisations. Other than the Welsh Government grants and core funding there are no
specific funding streams directed to support play within the youth sector.
Leisure Services in Powys transferred to a new operating and delivery partner in July
2015, so at the time of the previous PSA, Freedom Leisure were not completely
embedded in the County and some schemes, activities and partnerships were in their
infancy. Freedom Leisure have grown as an organisation (non-profit charitable status)
and have developed more relationships, increased participation and provide a variety of
play opportunities for a whole range of people – from the very young, to the more mature
customer. Freedom Leisure fully acknowledge and support the play agenda, promote
inclusivity and deliver universal provision, which has been made more possible through
the Welsh Government grants.
More partners are acknowledging play and through planning of their services may
consider play opportunities available. The Housing service have reprioritised their budget
to use the knowledge and experience of the Outdoor Recreation team as part of the
development of their play areas and spaces to ensure sufficient play opportunities for
Powys tenants.
Financial resource continues to decrease in many service areas. Services and
organisations are encouraged to work collaboratively where possible. When grants
become available, schemes, projects and activities can be initiated but lack sustainability.
The Play Sufficiency Assessment and local Well-being Plans
This section should identify how the Play Sufficiency Assessments form part of the
local needs assessment and to what extent the Play Sufficiency Assessment and
Action Plan are integrated into the Well-being Plan and Public Service Board.

The Play Sufficiency Assessment has made use of existing data via the Childcare
Sufficiency Audit 2017, Corporate Insight Centre, Freedom Leisure, Public Health and
Stats Wales.
The Leader and Chief Executive of Powys County Council are members of the Public
Service Board. The Portfolio Holder for Young People and Culture will brief these officers
with regards to the PSA document and action plan, which will be circulated to all
members, and published on the PCC webpages. Any major changes, developments or
potential schemes will be escalated through the appropriate reporting channels as
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necessary. It is also planned that the Action Plan and other associated activities will be
reported through the ‘Emotional Health & Wellbeing’ Workstream (reporting to the Start
Well Partnership under the Regional Partnership Board) in the future.
Play was considered as part of the assessment, and is acknowledged in the Well-being
Plan with a section requiring completion now included in the latest version of all Impact
Assessments which will help with future planning and integration.
Where possible, Leisure & Recreation officers discuss ‘play’ with other services and
organisations to aid promotion and consideration when planning projects and schemes.
Very often, many corporate services do not initially consider play as being a
consideration or a responsibility – not least considering the wider impact and benefits.
The intention is that the identified actions from this PSA will be sent to identified
individuals across Partners to help take forward, on a multi-agency basis. Embedding the
actions within agencies’ planning will be essential in the next period. We plan to hold joint
services meetings throughout the year to embed actions, get Play on the agenda and
move actions forward. There is no identified funding within the authority for play, meaning
any resource needs to come from shrinking existing sources or Welsh Government.
Monitoring Play Sufficiency
This section should identify the lead director and lead member for children and young
people’s services. It should also describe the Play Monitoring Group or
equivalent. Along with a list of members, please describe how the group has been
facilitated and the benefits and challenges of the group.
Lead Member – Cllr Rachel Powell
Lead Director - Nigel Brinn
Play Monitoring Group
Service Strategy & Development Manager Leisure & Recreation
Children’s Strategic Commissioning Manager
Children’s Commissioning and Project Officer
PAVOs Children’s Engagement Officer
Local Authority Housing Service Manager
Plus, wider stakeholders and partners
Criteria
This section contains the “matters that need to be taken into account” as set out under
section 10 of the Statutory Guidance.
The Criteria column: sets out the data that needs to be available and the extent to
which Local Authorities meet the stated criteria.
The RAG status column: provides a drop down box, whereby the Local Authority can
show its assessment of whether that criterion is fully met; partially met; or not met.
These have been given Red, Amber Green markers, which appear as words in the drop
down boxes. (In the “RAG status column”, Double click on the word STATUS – this will
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bring up drop-down form fields options, use the arrow down key until the status required
RED, AMBER or GREEN- is at the top then press ok)
Red, Amber Green (RAG) status is a tool to communicate status quickly and effectively.
RAG status
Criteria fully met.
Criteria partially met.
Criteria not met.

Fully met
Partially met
Not met

The 2019 column enables the local authority to indicate the direction of travel with
the insertion of arrows.
The Evidence to support strengths column: should be used to provide the reason for
the chosen criteria status and how the evidence is held.
The Shortfall column: should be used to explain the areas in which the Local Authority
does not fully meet the criteria.
The Identified Action for Action Plan column: should be used to show the Local
Authority action planning priorities for that Matter.
The Comments section: asks some specific questions for each matter that should
enable you to give a clear overview of how the Local Authority complies with the intention
and implementation of this matter as set out fully in the Statutory Guidance. It also
provides the opportunity to identify challenges and how they might be overcome.
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Matter A: Population
The Play Sufficiency Assessment should provide an overview of population and demographic data used locally to plan for play provision.
Information should also be included regarding:

Ages of children
Population data is stored within the Powys Wellbeing Information Bank which uses data from the Office of National Statistics. Additional
information can be found using Stats Wales. PLASC data from schools is used to predict pupil numbers in certain areas which helps us to plan
for play provision. The table below shows the 2016 and 2019 Powys population data for those aged under 18.
0-3
4-7
8-12
13-15
16-17

2016
4832
5384
6890
4161
3234
24501

2019
4776
5367
6996
4154
2949
24242

Number of Powys Children living within a Flying Start area (March 2019).
Ystradgynlais
119
Brecon
114
Llandrindod Wells
178
Newtown
391
Welshpool
111
Flying Start caseload (March 2019) broken down by age:
0-1
183
1-2
212
2-3
212
3-4+
206
As of March 2019 there were 86 children from ethnic minority families living within Flying Start areas.
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Powys 0-17 Population data by Locality. Information taken from Powys’ Wellbeing Information Bank using mid year estimates as published by
the Office for National Statistics.
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First language Welsh speaking children
Supporting - Welsh Language data is recorded in the 2011 Census data for Powys localities according to age groups, although this is now
more relevant to language spoken by parents. The 2017 school census shows Children speaking Welsh fluently at home (age 5 and over)
assessed by parents. The Annual Population Survey 2017 provides information on the percentage of Welsh speakers within the county.
Data collected by Schools Service.
The data below taken from the Annual Population Survey shows the number of persons aged 3 and over who say they can speak Welsh.


In the January School Census 2017, 912 children and young people said that they spoke Welsh fluently at home. This was assessed by parents
of pupils aged 5 and over in primary, middle and secondary schools.
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The 2011 Census shows the percentage of Powys Population aged 3+ who are Welsh Speakers
Age 65 and
Age 3 to 15
Age 16 to 24
Age 25 to 34
Age 35 to 49
Age 50 to 64
over
39.90%
25.40%
16.00%
12.60%
12.10%
14.80%







Shortfall - Making Data accessible to help partners, stakeholders and communities to be informed on identified and evidenced need in
order to respond and secure resources.
Cultural factors (such as other language)
Supporting - Numbers of children/young people are recorded with Welsh Language skills are recorded in Childcare Sufficiency 2017.
Cultural and social needs are recorded in the Childcare Sufficiency Audit 2017. This includes the numbers of families from different ethnic
groups and languages spoken. Data collected by school’s service.
Shortfall - Making Data accessible to help partners, stakeholders and communities to be informed on identified and evidenced need in
order to respond and secure resources.
Gypsy Traveller children
Supporting - Travelling Ahead and Play Wales developed a good practice guide to early years and play on Gypsy and Traveller sites
(2015). Population data collected by Schools service.
Shortfall - There are currently two council run sites in Powys, one in Brecon and one in Welshpool. Comments on both the Kings Meadow
Brecon, a newly built site 5 years ago and Leighton Arches (also recently refurbished), and Welshpool, are that there is no designated play
space provided for the children who live there. The children at Brecon highlighted the lack of play facilities as one of the negative factors of
living on the site.
Disabled children
Supporting – The Childrens Commissioning and Transformation Team (CCTT) have collated data on numbers of children with disabilities
and long term health conditions to help with planning of an Integrated Disability Service. A Teen Holiday Provision Survey was conducted
in March 2018 with the findings used to develop a pilot scheme for the summer of 2018. Short breaks need analysis refresh December
2016 conducted to support decision making and planning for future services in relation to children with disabilities. Data collected by
school’s service.
As of March 2019 there were 559 children and young people (aged 0-25) registered with a disability or impairment on WCCIS. Below is a
breakdown by age range.
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Age range
0-3
4-7
8-12
13-15
16-17
18-25

No. of children/young
people
2
35
92
77
55
298

Shortfall - Making Data accessible to help partners, stakeholders and communities to be informed on identified and evidenced need in
order to respond and secure resources.
What has changed in terms of population and demographic trends since Play Sufficiency Assessment 2016?
The total population of children and young people aged 0-17 in 2016 was 24,501. The 2019 midterm figures show a slight decrease totalling a
population of 24,242. The 16-17-year-old population has seen the biggest decline with 285 less young people in the county now than in 2016.
There are now 106 more children and young people 8-12 years than in 2016. This is the only age range to see a slight increase in population.
Number of pupils in high schools have decreased significantly since 2010. These are due to stabilise over the next five years. Number of pupils
in primary schools has remained relatively stable for the last five years.
The table below compares 2016 and 2019 Powys data for the number of children and young people within the county. Information gathered from
Stats Wales and Powys’ Wellbeing information bank.
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Age of Powys children and young people
Number of children

8000
6000
4000
2000
0
0-3

4-7

8-12

13-15

16-17

Age range
2016

2019

How has/will the Local Authority use its population data to plan for sufficient play opportunities locally?
Powys Wellbeing Information Bank made available 2018 using data from the Office of National Statistic. Childcare sufficiency refresh exercise
completed March 2017 provides further population details of children and their needs around disability, Welsh Language and cultural /ethnic
groupings which are also relevant to support the planning of play opportunities.
For strategic planning purposes:
The population statistics will help us to identify where resources need to be targeted locally. This may mean being able to identify where children
are socially and rurally isolated due to low density populations. The data is useful to help identify poverty in terms of lack of access to services
and information. We currently use the Flying Start areas to identify areas to target support for families with levels of poverty deprivation.
We use the Flying Start areas to identify areas of deprivation across Powys. However, we also have to consider the low population density
across a large rural county of Powys and that consequently many families experience low levels of access to services and are therefore socially
and rurally isolated.
For identifying needs at a local level:
This data is available via Powys' Commissioning Team, PAVO and others to help support local groups seeking to gather data to support
project/service development and funding applications and in identifying needs within their own communities.
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Have there been challenges?
Lack of funding. Silo working and lack of service information sharing. Lack of knowledge/understanding on where information is held and what is
available – which would support other services and planning processes. Declining, already limited, resources.
How can these be overcome?
Joint, collaborative working with shared outcomes and shared/pooled budgets. More strategic planning. Local and community engagement.
Wider range of engagement and consultation events and focus groups. Developing relationships, engagement and collaborative working with
Town & Community Councils. Making data available to others (promotion, dissemination, sharing) and for the purposes of planning.
Development of joint working, objectives and outcomes. To identify and acquire additional funding streams / grants.
RAG Status for Matter A
Criteria fully met.
Criteria partially met.
Criteria not met.
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Matter B: Providing for Diverse Needs
The Play Sufficiency Assessment should present data about how the Local Authority and partners aim to offer play opportunities that are
inclusive and encourage all children to play and meet together.
RAG Status:
Criteria fully met.
Criteria partially met.
Criteria not met.

LA Ref
No
B1

Criteria
The play requirements of
children living in isolated rural
areas are understood and
provided for

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths

Shortfalls

Identified actions for
Action Plan

In the recent Play survey in
which 510 children and
young people participated,
86% of respondents said
they usually or always feel
safe when playing out. 72%
said they were allowed to
play out on their own or with
friends. Both the 2016 &
2019 survey findings
showed that own/friends’
gardens & local grassy
areas/fields are the most
popular places to play/hang
out. The least used space
for play/hanging out was at
an adventure playground or
play scheme. 82% of

Lack of engagement
with focus groups.
Make intelligence
accessible to help
partners,
stakeholders and
communities to be
informed on
identified and
evidenced need in
order to respond
and secure
resources.
Funding becoming
harder to obtain to
run sustainable
projects.
Transport barriers.

Annual survey of
children/young people to
find out from more
communities. Greater input
into focus groups required.
Target different communities
each year, over a 3 year
period.
Disseminate highlighted
findings from PSA to key
stakeholders.
Suggest key actions for
organisations, agencies and
strategic partnerships to
adopt.
All play areas in municipal
housing developments (41
across Powys), including
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LA Ref
No

Criteria

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths
participants said the places
they play/hang out in were
ok or great.
Play Networks provide play
sessions in isolated rural
areas funded by grant
making trusts.
Young Carers Outreach
Workers are spread across
6 geographic areas of
Powys with Clubs or after
school activity in the main
hubs. Where possible and
needed, support with
transport is provided.
The Local Development
Plan (LDP) Objective 14 –
Healthy Lifestyles
encourage active healthy
lifestyles by enabling access
to open spaces, areas for
recreation and amenity
including allotments or
growing spaces, and to
ensure development
provides opportunities for
walking, cycling, open and
play spaces where required.

Shortfalls
Lack of funding to
maintain and
sustain play areas,
parks and
playgrounds.

Identified actions for
Action Plan
villages, will be assessed
during 2019-2021 for
viability, usability and
popularity. This will inform
future investment plans for
the play areas.
Wider range of engagement
and consultation events and
focus groups.
Developing relationships,
engagement and
collaborative working with
Town & Community
Councils.
To identify and acquire
additional funding streams /
grants.
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LA Ref
No

Criteria

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths

Shortfalls

Identified actions for
Action Plan

The Authority works in
partnership with charities
and third sector
organisations such as: Action for children / Action
pack / Play networks /
Inclusive Community club’s
/Youth workers to provide
play / recreational
opportunities outside of
School and during the
holidays.
Healthy schools and Bach a
Iach training adapted to be
delivered within individual
settings or through clusters
instead of central county
events.
Leisure Services and Sport
Powys provide activities,
schemes and events
throughout the County,
targeting the more rural
schools and areas when
necessary.
Maintenance of play parks,
areas and spaces is
undertaken where possible,
but sometimes only if

21

Play Sufficiency Assessment Toolkit – Part 2
Assessment Toolkit
LA Ref
No

B2

Criteria

The play requirements of
Welsh language speaking
children are understood and
provided for

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths
additional WG funding
provided.
Numbers of children/young
people recorded with Welsh
Language skills are
recorded in Childcare
Sufficiency Audit 2017.
Cylchoedd Ti a Fi groups
operate throughout the
county – staff are trained via
Mudiad Meithrin and have
immersion training to ensure
that the provision is solely
through the medium of
Welsh. Welsh medium youth
club provision from Urdd
operates in targeted areas
of the county.
The Childcare Sufficiency
Audit 2017 provides details
on numbers and distribution
of Welsh Speakers across
the county.
LDP Objective 15 – Welsh
Language and Culture
supports and protects Welsh
language and culture in
Powys and specifically the
Welsh Speaking

Shortfalls

Identified actions for
Action Plan

Lack of engagement
and focus groups
with Welsh
Language speaking
population to fully
understand play
requirements and
provision available.

Wider range of engagement
and consultation events and
focus groups. Developing
relationships, engagement
and collaborative working
with Town & Community
Councils.
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LA Ref
No

Criteria

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths

Shortfalls

Identified actions for
Action Plan

Strongholds of the northwest and south-west.
Data on requirements from
WESP (Schools Service).
Number of Children in
Welsh Language Education
as an indicator of need.
Information on provision
available from:
School Service / Children’s
Services Contracts (Early
Years Funding), Mudiad
Meithrin (Early Years
Provision – Cylchoedd and
Ti a Fi), Mentrau Iaith
(activities provided) and
Urdd groups
Local Authority holiday
sports provision run in
medium of Welsh.
Bach a Iach membership
and participation extended
within the Healthy PreSchools Scheme through
‘Cylch Meithrin’ and
provides play and Physical
Literacy training and
resources through the
Welsh medium.
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LA Ref
No

B3

Criteria

The play requirements of
children from different cultural
background are understood
and provided for

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths
Leisure Services and Sport
Powys provide Welsh or
bilingual activities, events
and schemes usually in
more Welsh speaking areas
but in addition to these as
necessary.
Cultural and social needs
are recorded in the
Childcare Sufficiency Audit
2017. This includes the
numbers of families from
different ethnic groups and
languages. This is
monitored through the
Childcare Strategy Group.
The aim is to be all inclusive
and welcoming regardless
of cultural backgrounds.
Diversity awareness training
is available via Integrated
Training.
Evidence based KIVA Antibullying programmes is
being delivered in some
primary schools.
Sport Powys helped deliver
a Syrian and Nepalese
families Play day`s in

Shortfalls

Identified actions for
Action Plan

Making Data
accessible to help
partners,
stakeholders and
communities to be
informed on
identified and
evidenced need in
order to respond
and secure
resources.
Catering for specific
needs in leisure and
sport settings can
be challenging as
additional resources
may be required.
These are not
always easily
sourced due to the
technicality of some
activities.

Making data available to
others (promotion,
dissemination, sharing) and
for the purposes of planning.
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LA Ref
No

B4

Criteria

The play requirements and
support needs of disabled
children are understood and
provided for.

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths
August 2018.
Powys Healthy schools and
Pre-Schools Schemes
(PHS&PSS) provide
information, training and
advice for staff and
governors on policy
development to ensure
diverse and inclusive play
and physical activity
opportunities and
approaches.
Leisure and Sport Powys
teams are fully trained in
equality, diversity and
inclusion. Where possible,
universal services are
provided so that cultural
differences are not a barrier.
It may sometimes be
necessary to have additional
resources to cater for
specific needs.
There are estimated
numbers of children with
disabilities, under the age of
17 within the Childcare
Sufficiency Audit 2017.

Shortfalls

Identified actions for
Action Plan

Funding is
becoming harder to
obtain as need
becomes greater
and more costly. It
is not always

To identify and acquire
additional funding streams /
grants.
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LA Ref
No

Criteria

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths

Shortfalls

Powys CAN supports
children with additional
needs to access non
statutory universal service
provision including play,
leisure and recreation
activities including Powys
Youth Service activities.
It should be noted that
ultimate aim is to work
towards inclusive provision
for all.
PAVO engagement with
parents and children to
inform Teen Scheme.
Play Networks can access
funding specifically for
children with additional
needs
Priority of the Childcare
Sufficiency Audit 2017 to
simplify processes and
paperwork to access
funding.
Teen Holiday provision
survey conducted March
2018. December 2016 Short
breaks needs analysis
refresh undertaken with

possible to cater for
every need, and
adaptation to
schemes and
activities is
undertaken as far as
possible.

Identified actions for
Action Plan

26

Play Sufficiency Assessment Toolkit – Part 2
Assessment Toolkit
LA Ref
No

Criteria

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths

Shortfalls

Identified actions for
Action Plan

children, young people and
parents/carers. Current
short breaks project to
review provision underway.
Schemes including Monty
Clubbers and Action Pack
support disabled children
with play opportunities.
Adapted and child friendly
equipment has been
provided though Play and
Sport Wales grants. Sport
Wheelchairs have been
provided for two Wheelchair
Basketball clubs in Newtown
and Brecon.
Freedom leisure delivers
multi-sport and swimming
opportunities to disabled
children and young people.
Get Moving event held in
August 2018 which included
opportunities for inclusive
play .
PHS&PSS provide
information, training and
advice for staff and
governors on policy
development to ensure
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LA Ref
No

B5

Criteria

Play projects and providers
have access to a range of
resources which support
inclusion

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths
diverse and inclusive play
and physical activity
opportunities and
approaches in all
participating settings.
Leisure Services and Sport
Powys cater for a range of
disabilities and needs. Sport
Powys has a dedicated
Disability Sport Officer who
works with a range of
partners to support referrals,
families, clubs and
participation.
Diversity training is available
to all sectors. Key partners
have access to resources.
It should be noted that the
ultimate aim is to work
towards inclusive provision
for all. Currently Powys
Community Additional
Needs (PCAN) is
commissioned until
September 2019 - a
combined referral scheme
and community support.
This will provide support to
providers to increase their

Shortfalls

Limited resources
available due to
declining funding.
No decimated
funding available.

Identified actions for
Action Plan

To identify and acquire
additional funding streams /
grants.
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LA Ref
No

B6

Criteria

There is a well-known and
agreed mechanism which is
used to identify the need for
separate provision for disabled
children

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths
inclusive practice and
support individuals to
access universal services.
Credu’s Young Carers
groups encourage
conversations around
disability, illness and drug &
alcohol addictions, mental
health and LGBT.
Support offered via the
Childcare Business support.
The Healthy Schools
Scheme encourages
members to undertake the
national Social Inclusion
Award.
Sports clubs and
organisations are
encouraged to complete the
InSport award.
Integrated Disability Service
Team Around the Family is
the main mechanism to
identify individual needs for
separate provision of
disabled children. Powys
Community Additional
Needs (PCAN) is
commissioned until

Shortfalls

Making Data
accessible to help
partners,
stakeholders and
communities to be
informed on
identified and
evidenced need in
order to respond

Identified actions for
Action Plan

Making data available to
others (promotion,
dissemination, sharing) and
for the purposes of planning
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LA Ref
No

B7

Criteria

Access audits for all play
provision as described in the
guidance are undertaken

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths
September 2019 - a
combined referral scheme
and community support.
School Equality planning,
assessment and evaluation
undertaken.
Consultation questionnaires
sent out through the
Integrated Disability service
/ Freedom leisure and
Powys Play days.
Outdoor Recreation
Services complete regular
inspections and audits at all
the Services managed fixed
play areas. Audits have
been undertaken with
regards to play value at the
individual sites fixed play
equipment along with the
accessibility and suitability
in relation to the local needs
and requirements. This
includes the current level of
play provision provided and
recommendations with
regards any potential future
upgrade or refurbishment.
Plans to integrated Outdoor

Shortfalls

Identified actions for
Action Plan

and secure
resources.

Other settings,
which are not CIW
registered or play
areas and spaces
not overseen by the
Local Authority are
not necessarily
audited or inspected
– PCC has no
control over this and
is the responsibility
of the individual
setting.

Further development and
implementation of agreed
quality standards.
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LA Ref
No

B8

Criteria

Designated play space is
provided and well maintained
on gypsy traveller sites

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths
Recreation and Housing
teams to plan, monitor and
develop play spaces.
All childcare settings
registered with CIW have to
comply with access
provision.
Healthy schools audits
undertaken for ‘Physical
activity and Active Play’ and
‘Safety and Environment’
which form part of the award
process.
The Housing (Wales) Act
2014 requires local
authorities to provide Gypsy
and Traveller pitches for the
unmet need identified in
new Gypsy Traveller
Accommodation
Assessments (GTAA).
Countryside & Outdoor
Recreation (C&ODR) has
completed surveys on all
land managed by the
Service.
There are currently two
council run sites in Powys,

Shortfalls

Lack of
understanding of
need.

Identified actions for
Action Plan

Wider range of engagement
and consultation events and
focus groups.

We do not currently
have an
understanding of
play needs on gypsy
traveller sites. This
will be included in
the 2019-2021
assessment of
municipal housing
located play areas.
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LA Ref
No

B9

Criteria

The requirements of young
carers are understood and
provided for

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths
one in Brecon and one in
Welshpool.
Activities aimed at Young
Carers are provided via
Credu. All other play
provision is offered to all as
inclusive practice.
Credu provide services in
response to the needs of
young carers. Credu run
Young Carers (8-13yrs) and
Young Adult Carers’ (14yrs
+) groups in 6 key areas
across Powys with
consultations and feedback
within the groups regularly
reviewing activities, age
ranges, frequency of club,
times and geographic
location. Credu link with
local providers to provide
play-based activity and field
trips. Credu offers small
group play opportunity for
harder to reach young
carers. Summer camps
provide a space for free play
and organised activity.
Credu refers individual

Shortfalls

Identified actions for
Action Plan

Some areas of
Powys remain hard
to support with
transport due to
funding limitations.

To identify and acquire
additional funding streams /
grants.
.
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LA Ref
No

B10

Criteria

The requirements of lesbian,
gay or bisexual (LGB) children
are understood and provided
for

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths

Shortfalls

Identified actions for
Action Plan

Young Carers to Honeypot
Children’s Charity who offer
play based residential
opportunities annually.
Carers are entitled to
schemes to such as free
access to fitness.
Diversity Training and
Equalities Training is
available to all sectors.
PurpleBlue an LGBT group
runs in the North of the
County. Young people
participating were pleased
to have a safe space to
meet every month but
agreed that support was
lacking at a younger age.
They suggested a calendar
where events could be
published and their issues
bought into the public
agenda. Counselling
services also provide
support. It should be noted
that the ultimate aim is to
work towards inclusive
provision for all.
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LA Ref
No

Criteria

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths

Shortfalls

Identified actions for
Action Plan

Equality assessment and
Planning integral to School
Development and
Evaluation process in all
schools. (PHS&PSS) provide
information, training and
advice to ensure diverse and
inclusive play and physical
activity opportunities and
approaches in all participating
settings.

Providing for Diverse Needs
How has data been used (or how will the data be used) to address the barriers that children with diverse needs face in accessing
inclusive and accessible opportunities for playing?
The School Sport survey has shown an increase in participation for children with a disability in Sport since 2015. Children from Gypsy traveller’s
communities, have limited access to Wi-Fi and recreational clubs.
Have there been challenges?
The need for children to be transported across the County to attend School, means that attendance at clubs after school can be an issue,
therefore it is important to put on holiday activities and at lunchtimes in School to engage with young people. Often children from a BAME
background are not encouraged to attend extracurricular activities possibly due to commitments with education, religious observance and caring
for family members.
How can these be overcome?
Additional holiday provision, extracurricular activities in School time / term time, family events, engagement and consultation – all dependant on
additional funding and resources.
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Comments:
KIVA an anti-bullying programme is run in primary schools across Powys. Inclusive practice is always considered in any commissioning and
inspection regimes. Training is provided via the Integrated Workforce Programme and is accessible for all settings.
Many children in Powys are living in socially, rurally isolated villages, hamlets and farms. Transport is a key issue for many and certainly restricts
opportunities to access playing with others. There has been more community based play projects delivered across the county in the past few
years to help overcome some of these issues. Welsh Government Funding has enabled more play opportunities to be delivered in identified
areas of income deprivation focused on the Flying Start areas and in rurally socially isolated areas.
The reducing levels of available public funding for transporting children/young people continue to be challenge. Families will be expected to meet
this cost and availability. Whilst delivery may well be focused on income deprived areas, such as Flying Start areas, many children/young people
in Powys will experience deprived access to services. Children with disabilities continue to have transport difficulties which limit their access to
play. Children/young people who access the two specialist schools in the county have difficulty in meeting up with their friendship groups. Each
school has large catchment areas which means friends can live a long way from each other. Parents don’t know each other due to the logistics
and geography.
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Matter C: Space available for children to play: Open Spaces and Outdoor unstaffed designated play spaces
The Local Authority should recognise that all open spaces within their area are potentially important areas where children can play or pass
through to reach other play areas or places where they go.
RAG Status
Criteria fully met.
Criteria partially met.
Criteria not met.

Open Spaces
LA Ref
No
C1

Criteria
The Local Authority has
undertaken an Open Space
Assessment (OSA) that maps
areas that are used, or might
be used for playing as listed in
the Statutory Guidance

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths
The most recent PCC OSA
was carried out in 2018.
This includes public parks
and gardens, natural and
semi-natural green spaces,
outdoor sports facilities,
amenity greenspace and
provision for children and
young people, as required
by Technical Advice Note
16. C&ODR has completed
surveys on all land
managed by the Service.

Shortfalls
Due to resources
and timeframe not
all settlements
within Powys were
assessed, only the
30 largest
settlements
identified for key
growth within the
Preferred Strategy

Identified actions for
Action Plan
The Council has undertaken
to produce Supplementary
Planning Guidance (SPG)
on Open Space, and to
have this adopted by the
Autumn of 2019. The
guidance contained within
the SPG will then be a
material consideration in the
determination of Planning
Applications.
C&ODR & Planning to work
together in developing a
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LA Ref
No

C2

Criteria

The Local Authority has
undertaken an Accessible
Greenspace Study that maps
areas that are used for playing

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths

Shortfalls

Going forward C&ODR will
be working more closely
with Planning with regards
to the undertaking of future
OSA.
As the primary purpose of
the OSA is to assist in
establishing a strategic
framework for the provision
and enhancement of sport,
recreation and leisure
opportunities in Powys, it
was decided to account for
provision of open spaces as
a whole rather than to focus
more closely upon those
sites considered to have
natural or ‘green’
characteristics. Whilst it is
certainly the case that many
of the sites included within
the OSA would also have
featured in the assessment
described in the CCW
model, resources have not
allowed for any analysis of
the overlap to take place.

Identified actions for
Action Plan
framework and process in
order to discuss appropriate
areas that can be developed
for play.

There are currently
no plans to
undertake an
Accessible
Greenspace Study.
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LA Ref
No

Criteria

C3

The Local Authority undertakes
access audits at all open
spaces and implements
proposals to improve access
and safety

C4

The Local Authority has
developed its own Open Space
Standards in accordance with
the advice and requirements of
Planning Policy Wales

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths

Shortfalls

Identified actions for
Action Plan

Due to the nature of the
C&ODR Service all of the
Services managed
accessible greenspace is
available for play.
C&ODR completes regular
inspections and any arising
remedial work to ensure
safe access.
With no justification (or
resources) to develop
separate standards the
Council adopts the Fields in
Trust standards as laid out
in TAN 16. LDP Policy DM3
– Public Open Space
accords with the
requirements of PPW10 by
providing a means through
which deficiencies in
provision can be identified
and met through the
planning process. Further,
Supplementary Planning
Guidance on the provision
of Open Space is being
prepared by the Council

Due to resources
some aspects of
provision set out in
PPW and TAN 16
were not fully
measured – water
and green corridors,
where provision was
mapped to help
identify accessibility,
but not measured to
identify provision.
C&ODR will be
working more
closely with
Planning with
regards to the
undertaking and
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LA Ref
No

Criteria

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths

Shortfalls

prior to adoption by the end
of 2019.

potentially
developing a PCC
Open Space
Standard.
Need for
organisations taking
over responsibility
for Local Authority
managed sites are
equipped to
undertake actions to
ensure these
continue to be free
from hazards.

C5

The Local Authority undertakes
and actions play value
assessments in public open
space

All C&ODR managed play
areas are regularly
inspected and assessed.
The Services also works
closely with Play Groups
who have the ability to
arrange play days and
events on C&ODR land.
This is also the
responsibility of Town &
Community Councils and
other community groups as
they take on community
assets as part of the
Community Asset Transfer
policy.

C6

Brownfield sites owned by the
Local Authority are assessed
for the potential for the site to
be reclaimed to provide for
children’s play

PAVO can support
community groups wishing
to purchase Brownfield
sites. C&ODR Officers have
previously and will continue
to meet with Town &
Community Councils and

Any Brownfield sites
owned by the Local
Authority are
currently being sold
as potential
development land,
with the requirement

Identified actions for
Action Plan

Regular meetings between
Planning and C&ODR
Officers to ensure that a
conversation can be had to
develop future Planning
Policy.

C&ODR will be working
more closely with Planning
with regards to assessing
the suitability of any
Brownfield site with regards
to play.
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LA Ref
No

Criteria

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths
interested Groups and
provide advice with regards
to Open Space and Play

Shortfalls

Identified actions for
Action Plan

to undertake OSA
where necessary.

Outdoor Unstaffed Designated Play Spaces
LA Ref
No
C7

Criteria
The Local Authority has
undertaken an Accessible
Greenspace Study that maps
areas that are used for playing

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths

Shortfalls

As the primary purpose of
the OSA is to assist in
establishing a strategic
framework for the provision
and enhancement of sport,
recreation and leisure
opportunities in Powys, it
was decided to account for
provision of open spaces as
a whole rather than to focus
more closely upon those
sites considered to have
natural characteristics.
Whilst it is certainly the case
that many of the sites
included within the OSA
would also have featured in
the assessment described in

There are currently
no plans to
undertake an
Accessible
Greenspace Study.

Identified actions for
Action Plan
Regular meetings between
Planning and C&ODR
Officers to ensure that a
conversation can be had to
develop future Planning
Policy.
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LA Ref
No

Criteria

C8

The Local Authority keeps an
up to date record of all
designated play space as
described in the Statutory
Guidance

C9

The Local Authority assesses
play spaces for play value and
potential to increase in play
use as set out in the Statutory
Guidance

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths

Shortfalls

the CCW model, resources
have not allowed for any
analysis of the overlap to
take place.
C&ODR will be working
more closely with Planning
with regards to the
undertaking and potentially
developing a PCC Open
Space Standard.
All C&ODR managed play
and open space areas are
regularly inspected and
assessed with findings
recorded.
C&ODR work with local
Town & Community
Councils, some are very
committed to helping to
provide and develop play
use.

Under the current
financial climate, it
will potentially be
harder to increase
play use, unless
there is a local
action group or
Town & Community
Council or other
community groups
take a lead.

Identified actions for
Action Plan

C&ODR Officers have
previously and will continue
to meet with Town &
Community Councils and
interested Groups and
provide advice with regards
to Open Space and Play
All play areas in municipal
housing developments (41
across Powys) will be
assessed during 2019-2021
for viability, usability and
popularity. This will inform
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LA Ref
No

Criteria

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths

C10

The Local Authority undertakes
access audits at all designated
play spaces and implements
proposals to improve access
and safety

Outdoor Recreation
organises independent
annual inspections (RoSPA)
to undertake audits of all our
fixed equipment play areas,
and implement any high risk
issues raised.

C11

The Local Authority has
developed and agreed a new
fixed play provision standard

All C&ODR managed play
and open space areas are
regularly inspected and
assessed.
An Assessment Framework
has been agreed to use in
the study of all play areas
located on municipal
housing estates, both urban

Shortfalls

With the Local
Authority's
Community Asset
Transfer policy there
will not be central
monitoring of all
designated play
spaces.
Access and Safety
advice will be
available via PCC
safety department.
Due to the current
financial climate no
fixed play provision
standard has been
agreed.

Identified actions for
Action Plan
future investment plans for
the play areas. An
Assessment Framework has
been agreed and funding
set aside for the
assessment in 2019-2021.
Developing relationships,
engagement and
collaborative working with
Town & Community
Councils.

C&ODR will highlight the
need to develop an agreed
PCC Fixed Play Provision
Standard to future Service
and Departmental meetings.
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LA Ref
No

Criteria

C12

The Local Authority undertakes
and actions play space
assessments in designated
play spaces

C13

The Local Authority has
introduced smoke-free
playgrounds

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths
and rural. This will be used
to inform future provision,
which we envisage will be
bespoke to each
community.
All C&ODR managed play
areas are regularly
inspected and assessed.
The Services also works
closely with Play Groups
who have the ability to
arrange play days and
events on C&ODR land.
Play Networks are able
undertake play value
assessments.

C&ODR has installed ‘No
Smoking’ Signage at a
majority of fixed play areas
throughout Powys including
both PCC & Town &
Community owned sites. All
LA and school playgrounds
are Smoke free.
Playgrounds launched
through joint PCC and LPHT

Shortfalls

Identified actions for
Action Plan

As designated play
spaces are taken up
by communities they
need to be aware of
the support and
assessments
available from play
specialists. Further
work needed on
vape free / ecigarette free
playgrounds and
play areas.
Smoke free play
spaces outside
control of PCC play
grounds i.e.: town &
community councils
or other community
groups.

C&ODR has now moved
Services and is now placed
within the Housing &
Community Development.
Potentially new replacement
ownership signage is to be
developed and installed.
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LA Ref
No

Criteria

C14

The Local Authority has
removed ‘no ball games’ signs
to encourage more children
playing in the community

C15

The Local Authority has
erected signs, such as Play
Priority Signs to encourage
more children playing in the
community

C16

The Local Authority includes a
recognition of the importance
of playing fields to children’s
play when any disposal
decisions are made

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths
initiative, campaign and
school competition.
Corporate property has
removed all signs unless
there are known issues
meaning signs have to be
enforced.
Signage for local authority
play areas are well
signposted.

Chiefly through the
requirement for new
developers to undertake
Open Space Assessments,
prior to submitting planning
applications, particularly
where disposal concerns
open space.
All C&ODR managed
playing fields are regularly
inspected and assessed.
All playing fields and sports
pitches that have been
devolved to Town &
Community Councils or local
clubs will continue as part of

Shortfalls

Identified actions for
Action Plan

Due to the current
financial climate the
affordability of
introducing new
signage cannot be
met.
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LA Ref
No

Criteria

C17

The Local Authority includes
children and their families in
any consultations regarding
decisions to dispose of playing
fields

C18

The Local Authority refers to
guidance around creating
accessible play space when

RAG
Status
2016

NEW

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths
the legal agreement to be
available for use as a
playing field.
The Corporate Asset Policy
(CAP) sets out the
procedures governing the
disposal of building or land
assets. As the asset moves
through the policy a range of
stakeholders are advised
which includes Community
and Town Councils and
Local Members.
Stakeholder engagement is
in part service led as the
CAP policy is enabled at the
point of the service
declaring the asset surplus.
C&ODR Officers have
previously and will continue
to meet with Town &
Community Councils and
interested Groups with
regards to any potential
decision regarding any
disposal.
LDP Policy DM3 – Public
Open Space places a
requirement on

Shortfalls

Identified actions for
Action Plan

Monitoring and
tracking of voices
are considered
when decisions are
made.

C&ODR & Planning to work
together in developing a
framework and process in
order to discuss appropriate
areas that can be developed
for play

We will consider
accessible play
space guidance
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LA Ref
No

Criteria
refurbishing or developing new
playgrounds

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths

Shortfalls

developments of over 10
units to include open space
provision. Also
Supplementary Planning
Guidance on Open Space is
also being prepared for
adoption before the end of
2019. Also Open Space is
included within the SPG on
Planning Obligations, which
explains how money from
developers may be used to
provide new or improve or
add to existing provision.

when we have
completed our
strategic
assessment of play
areas in municipal
housing estates.
The guidance will be
part of the
considerations in
determining the long
term future for each
play area.

Identified actions for
Action Plan

Open Spaces
How has the Local Authority ensured collaboration between Open Space Assessments / Green Infrastructure Strategies and Play
Sufficiency Assessments to improve spaces for play?
Welsh Government additional funding allowed more Play Value Assessments to be undertaken by trained Play Workers across the County. We
currently have 65 identified spaces with coming online very soon. Outdoor Recreation staff are able to be part of discussions and coordination at
Strategic Management Group level. Outdoor Recreation Staff provide support and guidance to Town & Community Councils on maintaining
open spaces. PAVO Development Officers, alongside Outdoor Recreation staff, provide support and guidance for community groups to help
administer open spaces for public use.
Have there been challenges? As described above
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How can these be overcome? Accessible funding channels from Welsh Government
Comments:
Community Asset Transfer to Town & Community Councils/Communities will mean that data and information will be more difficult to track at a
county wide, strategic level. However, this may well lead to greater ownership by communities and responsive to the needs and voices of
children and young people.
Support for Town & Community Councils/Communities will be essential to invest in the right play experiences for children/young people - rather
than preconceived ideas around fixed play equipment. Support package for communities to make best use of their public spaces for
play/hanging out.
Consideration to the loss of playing fields and open spaces should also be considered and the effect of this minimized for children accessing
local areas to play.
Feedback from families indicate that the standard of equipment in designated play areas has deteriorated across the county. Under the policy of
Community Asset Transfer, equipment is not being replaced or repaired. Communities need to understand that the local authority will not always
be responsible for the standard of play equipment and that they have an opportunity to have ownership and develop sites to meet local needs.

Outdoor unstaffed designated play spaces
C&ODR - Support for Town & Community Councils/Communities will be essential to invest in the right play experiences for children/young
people - rather than preconceived ideas around fixed play equipment. Support package for communities to make best use of their public spaces
for play/hanging out. But there is an unwillingness from a majority of Town & Community Councils to take on play facilities, this is mainly due to
the confidence and competence of lay inspectors to take on any responsibility and the general feeling towards potential insurance claims.
Due to financial pressures upon Services implementation of the play sufficiency requirements to increase any play value is impossible without
external help and funding.
How has the local authority considered all issues of accessibility in play space development?
C&ODR Officers have completed a site survey on each play site and have considered and identified all the issues regarding accessibility.
Recommendations have been drawn up, however financial restraints mean that improvements cannot be implemented or programmed.
Have there been challenges?
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While the commitment to keep saving on internal revenue budgets is in place then there will be a continued shortfall in the provision fixed play.
As play items become redundant or uneconomical to repair the play items will be removed and not replaced.
How can these be overcome?
Accessible funding channels from Welsh Government including the All Wales Play Opportunities Grant which we continue to bid for.
Comments
Now that C&ODR are now placed within the Housing & Community Development, discussions will start in 2019 concerning the future
refurbishment of a large number of authority owned play spaces, both playing fields and fixed play areas that are placed within Authority owned
housing estates.
As for the other C&ODR managed open space and designated play spaces, then grant money along with working in partnership with certain
progressive Town & Community Councils is the only way to redevelop or refurbish any of these areas. Once you are reliant on grants and good
will, there is only so much that can be achieved.
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Matter D: Supervised provision
The Local Authority should aim to offer a range of supervised play provision.
RAG Status
Criteria fully met.
Criteria partially met.
Criteria not met.

Play work provision
LA Ref
No
D1

Criteria
The Local Authority keeps an
up to date record of all
supervised play provision as
described in the Statutory
Guidance

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths

Shortfalls

Supervised play provision
information is provided via
the Family Information
Service (FIS) as the central
point for enquiries relating to
childcare or play. The
Leisure & Recreation
service pages also contain
further detail about the
Council’s supervised
provision. In addition,
InfoEngine and Dewis
provide an online Database
organisation can use to
register their provision.

Reliant on providers
and services adding
and then updating
Info Engine and
Dewis.

Identified actions for
Action Plan
Promotion of information
data points (Dewis / Info
Engine) and signposting
opportunities.
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LA Ref
No

D2

Criteria

The Local Authority offers play
provision which offers a rich
play environment as described
in the Statutory Guidance

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths
Welsh Language provision –
Cylchoedd Meithrin / Ti a Fi
(data available from Mudiad
Meithrin / early years
funding contracts), Urdd –
groups and activities
provided at school settings,
Menter Maldwyn / Menter
Brycheiniog a Maesyfed
(activities provided by the 2
Welsh Language Initiatives
in Powys).
Records held in LPHT for
schools and settings that
have achieved HS&HPS
Environment, Physical
Activity and Active Play
Awards
Play provision offered by the
Council, such as youth
clubs, leisure, sports, play
areas and holiday play
schemes, aim to provide
children with a rich play
environment.
Third sector organisation
including Play Networks
provide rich play

Shortfalls

Play provision is
limited in Powys –
most holiday clubs
are part of day care
providers, that offer
holiday club for 4-12
year olds during
school holidays.
The CSA 2017
identified that more
work needs to be

Identified actions for
Action Plan

Further development of
holiday provision and
opportunities for specific
groups.
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LA Ref
No

D3

Criteria

The Local Authority ensures
that partners are supported to
offer rich play environments as
described in the Statutory
Guidance

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths

Shortfalls

environments within
childcare settings.
HS&HPS training provided
for preschool and
Foundation Phase staff
include outdoor play, Circus
Skills, SKIP Physical
Literacy, and Busy Feet
Explorers.

done to develop
holiday provision
within the authority.
We will consider
accessible play
space guidance
when we have
completed our
strategic
assessment of play
areas in municipal
housing estates.
The guidance will be
part of the
considerations in
determining the long
term future for each
play area.
Local authority
budget restrictions
in the future may
mean a reduction in
the level of support
available.

The Council encourages its
partners to ensure that a
rich environment is offered.
Play workers ensure that
their work offers those
attending a rich play
environment. The Childcare
Business support team have
offered training to support
this and have provided
information on the Top up to

Identified actions for
Action Plan
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LA Ref
No

Criteria

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths

Shortfalls

Identified actions for
Action Plan

play qualification, which will
be requirement for anyone
offering play
opportunities/care for
children 8+ to have by 2020.
Development and
sustainability grants are
given to support
playgroup/childcare
providers.
All C&ODR managed play
areas are regularly
inspected and assessed.
The Services also works
closely with Play Groups
who have the ability to
arrange play days and
events on C&ODR land.
Bach a Iach grants for
physical literacy training and
equipment provided to
member pre-schools
settings. HS&HPS training
provided for preschool and
Foundation Phase staff
include outdoor play, Circus
Skills, SKIP Physical
Literacy, and Busy Feet
Explorers.
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LA Ref
No

Criteria

D4

Staffed play provision that the
Local Authority provides meets
the regulatory requirements
and National Minimum
Standards

D5

Staffed play provision that the
Local Authority funds meets
the regulatory requirements
and National Minimum
Standards

D6

Staffed play provision that the
Local Authority’s partners
provide meets the regulatory

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths
The Council ensures that
the holiday clubs it provides,
in addition to youth club
provision, meet regulatory
requirements and the
National Minimum
Standards.
Contracts agreed between
providers and the Council to
provide staffed play
provision include a clause to
ensure that the provision
meets all regulatory
requirements.
Play Networks ensure all
staff are adequately trained
and experienced. Healthy
Schools and Pre-Schools
standards, assessments
and awards in Physical
Activity and Active Play.
Bach a Iach Awards
Active Mark / PESS and
similar standards continue
to be used in many schools.
Registered holiday schemes
would be compliant with
CSSIW standards. Play
workers work to the CSSIW

Shortfalls

As an authority we
only fund places.

Identified actions for
Action Plan

Further development and
implementation of agreed
quality standards.

53

Play Sufficiency Assessment Toolkit – Part 2
Assessment Toolkit
LA Ref
No

Criteria
requirements and National
Minimum Standards

D7

Staffed play provision across
the Local Authority works to a
recognised quality assurance
programme

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths

Shortfalls

Identified actions for
Action Plan

standards and have
appropriate risk
assessments and statutory
policies in place. Staff have
been made aware that for
anyone offering play
opportunities/care for
children 8+, they must have
the playwork qualification by
2021. HS & HPS standards,
assessments and awards in
Physical Activity and Active
Play. Bach a Iach Awards
Active Mark / PESS and
similar standards continue
to be used in many schools.
The Childcare Business
Support Service provides
quality assurance for
settings and support for
them to reach minimum
national standards.
Third sector settings can
make use of PQASSO and
other quality assurance
programmes such as
Mudiads’ Rhagol and Wales
PPA’. Youth services work
to minimum quality
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LA Ref
No

D8

Criteria

The Local Authority prioritises
quality issues when engaging
with/ commissioning the
private sector to deliver
recreational activities for
children.

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths

Shortfalls

Identified actions for
Action Plan

standards. Play Wales’ First
Claim is available for all
organisations to use. Insport
accreditation is encouraged
and promoted throughout
sports clubs and
organisations. HS &HPS
standards, assessments
and awards in Physical
Activity and Active Play.
Bach a Iach Awards
Active Mark / PESS and
similar standards continue
to be used in many schools.
Within Flying Start,
Community Advisory
Teachers engage with all
childcare providers
(including private sector) to
ensure quality of provision is
prioritised. Childcare
Business Support,
Commissioning through the
Children’s Commissioning
Team offers childcare
providers support and if
identified, further support
can be offered to improve
any issues (including
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LA Ref
No

D9

Criteria

The Local Authority provides
council premises and space
free of charge to organisations
which provide free (at the point
of access) play provision for
children

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths
quality) via a Team Around
the Setting approach.
This is not always possible
as Local Authority funding
requires full cost recovery of
venues. Local Authority
provided activities would
make use of current
premises.
Third Sector organisations
build in venue costs for any
grant funding applications to
enable families to access
FOC provision. Increasing
competition for grants in
light of public sector cuts
may impact.
Play networks continue to
provide free play sessions.
SHEP project in 4 schools
across Powys. Action for
Children sessions in Flying
Start areas for Babies
provide rooms FOC under
commissioning agreement.
C&ODR service works
closely with Play Groups
who have the ability to
arrange play days and

Shortfalls

Identified actions for
Action Plan

The capability to
deliver FOC play
opportunities is
constrained by
budget and grant
cuts.
Schools have
individual hiring and
charges policy.
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LA Ref
No

Criteria

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths

Shortfalls

Identified actions for
Action Plan

Shortfalls

Identified actions for
Action Plan

events on C&ODR land.
Open space and fixed play
provision FOC.
The Old Shop, a newly
opened community hub in
Machynlleth is available to
community groups and
organisations working in the
town. It offers a small base
that could be used as a
meeting place for children’s
groups.
Freedom Leisure work with
a range of providers and
organisations and will
enable free of charge or ‘in
kind’ facilities depending on
the scheme being delivered.

Structured recreational activities for children
LA Ref
No
D10

Criteria
Local authority sport, physical
activity, and active recreation

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths
Children and young people
in Powys have access to a

Local Authority
budget setting,
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LA Ref
No

Criteria
plans are contributing to
increasing free play and
recreational activities

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths

Shortfalls

variety of play, leisure,
sporting and cultural
activities to enhance their
health and well-being,
regardless of their ability,
language, race or gender: • Leisure & Sports Centres
• Sports Development
• 5x60
• Active Young People
• Outdoor Centres
• Parks & Playgrounds
• Playgroups & early years
• Open Spaces
• Arts
• Culture
• Libraries
• Museums
• Youth / Family
Information Services
Delivered through the
Sports Development and
Community Officers Team in
schools and the local
communities. CSDO’s
deliver a variety of
programmes, activities and
events during school time,
after school and in holiday

requirements for
greater savings and
reductions in
external grants will
impact negatively on
many aspects of the
current range of
provision.

Identified actions for
Action Plan
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LA Ref
No

Criteria

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths

Shortfalls

Identified actions for
Action Plan

periods. The activities aim to
attract all children & young
people. Some of the
sessions are free of charge
or a nominal fee being
required for specialist
coaches or travel to and
from events. The LAPA also
contributes to the Free
Swim Programme which is
delivered by the Council’s
operating partner Freedom
Leisure, but is being
reduced by Sport Wales.
The LAPA funding provides
a wealth of opportunity to
CYPP throughout Powys. A
programme that is being
particularly well received is
the Physical Literacy
scheme being piloted in
some schools. Healthy
Schools and Pre-Schools
Scheme and Bach a Iach
incorporated into Healthy
Weights County Strategy
and implementation plans.
Above schemes promote
and advise settings and
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LA Ref
No

D11

Criteria

The sports agenda contributes
to the provision of sufficient
recreational activities for
children

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths

Shortfalls

Identified actions for
Action Plan

parents to make use of free
opportunities through
posters, newsletters and
display materials (including
information in Sach Bach a
Iach reading and activity
bags for parents and
children.
Powys Local Health Board:
Health Promotion lead a
multi-agency Healthy
Weights Task Force.
The Action Plan is
implemented to increase
physical activity levels
across all community
groups.
Along with this are activities
that are delivered through
the Sport Powys
development and
community officers.
‘FRESH’ clinical obesity
intervention programme
continues to be delivered
successfully.
Physical literacy activities,
resources and training
provided through Bach a
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LA Ref
No

Criteria

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths

Shortfalls

Identified actions for
Action Plan

Iach. Healthy schools Food
and Fitness Awards require
schools to demonstrate
community links with sports
clubs to promote
opportunities for sports and
activities outside school.
Children and young people
in Powys have access to a
variety of play, leisure,
sporting and cultural
activities to enhance their
health and well-being,
regardless of their ability,
language, race or gender: • Leisure & Sports Centres
• Sports Development
• 5x60
• Active Young People
• Outdoor Centres
• Parks & Playgrounds
• Playgroups & early years
• Open Spaces
• Arts
• Culture
• Libraries
• Museums
• Youth / Family
Information Services
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LA Ref
No

D12

Criteria

The cultural and arts agenda,
is contributing to the provision
of sufficient recreational
activities for children

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths
The sport and recreation
agenda also contributes to
and supports objectives and
outcomes within Statutory
Services’ plans.
Books and stories inspire a
world of imaginative play for
children, and a range of
suitable books in Welsh and
English are available
through all branch and
mobile libraries across
Powys; in addition, libraries
across the county offer a
play friendly environment
through storytimes, Lego
clubs, craft and summer
reading challenge activities
and other events for
children, often working with
partners such as Play
Montgomery, Twf, Mentrau
Iaith, Action for Children,
and the Family Information
Service. The arts service
currently supports and
commissions independent
arts organisations
throughout the county to

Shortfalls

Identified actions for
Action Plan

Development of joint
Museums and
working, objectives and
Libraries, as many
outcomes
local authority
services, are under
review. Alternative
delivery options and
models will be
considered due to
budget restrictions
and necessary
saving targets.
Where possible,
services will be colocated, transferred
to the
community/town
councils or delivered
differently.
Powys Dance
regular programme
is subsidised via
commission from
Powys County
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LA Ref
No

Criteria

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths
deliver a range of
performing and visual arts
activities for children and
young people. Including: targeted extra-curricular
projects such as Criw Celf
(visual arts) and Project
Illumine (digital image
production); Night Out rural
touring scheme; arts &
cultural festivals & events.
Powys Dance provides a
programme of 17 weekly
creative dance classes for
children across the county,
as well as 3 'Big Fish Little
Fish' dance and play
sessions for under 4s and
their parents/careers each
week. We also deliver
recreational dance activity
for children and young
people during the school
holidays.
Powys Museums can
provide memorable,
immersive learning
experiences, provoke
imagination, introduce

Shortfalls

Identified actions for
Action Plan

Council Arts Service
which has reduced
in the last five years
and highly likely to
be further cut.
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LA Ref
No

D13

Criteria

The Local Authority Youth
Service provides for children’s
opportunities for leisure and
association

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths
unknown worlds and subject
matter, and offer unique
environments for quality
time with family. Our
museums offer a dynamic
opportunity to expose
children to experiences and
explore new things in a rich
and educational
environment. Through
exhibits and hands-on play,
children have the ability to
take ownership of their own
learning and develop and
explore their own curiosities.
The Youth Service provides
youth clubs throughout the
county. We currently have a
12-hour youth worker in
each of the 13 High
Schools. 5 youth clubs,
open 2 nights per week,
open to young people aged
11-25. Average attendance
ranges from 20 – 70 young
people. There are 5 Hub
workers and 15 Assistant
Youth workers. The Youth

Shortfalls

Identified actions for
Action Plan

Promotion of information
data points (Dewis / Info
Engine) and signposting
opportunities.
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LA Ref
No

Criteria

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths

Shortfalls

Identified actions for
Action Plan

Information Service runs the
Council’s youth website.
There are a wide range of
leisure, cultural and
recreational activities within
the county which includes
Young Farmers Clubs,
uniformed associations and
a number of independent
youth clubs. Open Access
Youth service provides
Holiday Programmes in the
5 main market town areas.
Youth Club – POWYS
CASH curriculum. Use of
gym in Llandrindod and
Ystradgynlais.

Supervised play provision
Where the Local Authority has assessed settings as part of the Childcare Sufficiency Assessments (CSAs), how have these settings
been assessed in respect of the quality of play opportunities they provide and offer?
Settings are assessed in line with Foundation Phase for 3-year-old funding. Any contracted service receiving 3-year-old funding will need to
comply with the Foundation Phase criteria for quality play opportunities.
How has provision that is not part of the CSA been assessed in respect of the quality of play opportunities they provide and offer?
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Play Networks/Associations provide the majority of the Open Access Play opportunities in the county. Play Networks have undertaken play value
assessments of open spaces.
Powys Youth Services provide youth work and have to meet minimum quality standards.
No specific assessment of other settings undertaken. This would have to be a self-assessment basis due to lack of any further resource to
undertake such assessments.
Reduced levels of public funding have impacted on the availability of supervised provision in the last three years.
Freedom Leisure undertake a range of Quality Assurance Assessments and Audits as part of their business and processes.
Sport Powys encourage, promote and work with sports clubs and associations to gain accreditation to and progress through the Insport awards.
Have there been challenges? Lack of funding
How can these be overcome? Identification of additional funding streams and proactive collaborative working.
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Matter E: Charges for play provision
The Local Authority should consider which play opportunities involve a charge and the extent to which the Local Authority takes these charges
into account in assessing for sufficient play opportunities for children living in low income families as set out in the Statutory Guidance.
RAG status
Criteria fully met.
Criteria partially met.
Criteria not met.
LA Ref
No

Criteria

E1

The Local Authority keeps
records of the number of
children living in low income
families

E2

The Local Authority keeps
records of the number of
children living in areas of
deprivation

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths

Shortfalls

Identified actions for
Action Plan

The Council uses the data
published by Stats Wales.
Education Service use
PLASC information on the
number of pupils eligible for
Free School Meals for each
individual school. Flying
Start data.
These figures are provided
by the Welsh Index for
Multiple Deprivation (which
details with areas are
deprived) and the LSOA
population figures. A further
proxy for this data would be
children eligible for free
school meals, which can
provide more accurate data.
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LA Ref
No

Criteria

E3

The Local Authority keeps
records of the number of
children living in rural areas

E4

The Local Authority keeps
records of the number of
disabled children and those
with particular needs.

E5

The Local Authority records
the availability of no cost
provision

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths
Public Health Wales
Observatory keeps data,
statistics and reports on
areas of deprivation
The majority of the county is
rural and these figures are
available via LSOA
population figures. ONS and
Public Health Wales
Observatory holds and
assesses population data,
statistics and reports –
including county wide health
related trends.
Education Service has a
record of all pupils’
additional learning needs by
category of need. This
includes those with a
disability. This is available
from Teacher Centre and
SIMs Data Management
Information. WCCIS holds
information on children with
a disability or particular
need.
The Powys Play Networks'
provision and activity

Shortfalls

Access to services
and the limited
availability of
transport to playing
opportunities is a
major barrier for
children/young
people and their
families across the
whole of Powys.

Identified actions for
Action Plan

Further development of
Active Travel towns to
increase walking and
cycling.
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LA Ref
No

E6

Criteria

The Local Authority records
the provision of no cost / low
cost premises used for play
provision

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths
provide low/no cost playing
opportunities.
Annual Reports record
availability and accessibility.
In addition, the Family
Information Service collects
information on no cost
provision across the county.
Powys InfoEngine and
Dewis has the potential to
record this data. All AFC
(Action for Children) Baby
groups are free, including all
5 in Flying Start areas.
PAVO provides a venue’s
database of community
located venues. Children’s
Commissioning Team have
a policy of co-location and
building on Community
Focused Schools to be able
to access buildings outside
of school hours.
In addition, information is
also gathered and held on
some aspects of provision
by the Local Authority
through its Family
Information Service and its

Shortfalls

Identified actions for
Action Plan

The venues
database isn’t
specifically
marketed as play
provision, as they
tend to be
community/ village
hall with a range of
different facilities.
Financial climate
and budget cuts
mean we cannot
afford to do things
for free anymore.
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LA Ref
No

Criteria

E7

The Local Authority records
the provisions where grants or
subsidies are available for play
providers

E8

The Local Authority provides
subsided transport for children
travelling to play opportunities

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths
Childcare Sufficiency
assessment.
Powys InfoEngine has the
potential to record this
provision.
Information is currently held
by PAVO, the grant
awarding departments
within the Local authority
and other third sector
organisations.
PAVO also provide grant
funding information, blogs
and social media updates as
well as support for
organisations applying.
There is no specific
subsidised transport service
for children travelling to play
opportunities.
There are a range of
subsidised bus services that
pass play areas but a play
area itself does not form a
principal location for
determining a bus route; this
decision tends to be focused
upon access to work,
education and health

Shortfalls

Identified actions for
Action Plan

No central record
keeping.

Whilst there is
extensive subsidy of
public bus services
by the Local
Authority their
usefulness is limited
to those children
who live upon or
near to such bus
routes.

Further development of
Active Travel towns to
increase walking and
cycling.
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LA Ref
No

Criteria

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths

Shortfalls

Identified actions for
Action Plan

services. Children and
young people travelling to
sport or physical activity
competitions or events
receive subsidised transport
funded by the LA who ask
for a parent/carer
contribution.

Charge for play provision
How is the Local Authority ensuring that children have access to no or low-cost provision?
The Local Authority ensures provision by:
Investing in Play Networks across the county who can promote, develop and support no/low cost play via: play advice, play resources and play
workers. They have also provided a programme of open access play sessions across the county – but only when existing resources allow or
additional funding is available.
Welsh Government funding has been targeted in areas of low income/areas of deprivation and deep rural, social isolation to improve access to
no/low cost provision.
The partners/stakeholders also plan and coordinate childcare provision across the county. Business Support is provided to help sustain childcare
places so that they affordable by the working population.
Have there been challenges?

Reducing budgets and grants awarded to organisations.

How can these be overcome?

Additional funding streams and more collaborative working where possible.
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Comments:
More information and accessible information for parents/Carers to access no/low cost provision is available via a number of channels e.g.:
Easily accessible information about available no/low cost provision is provided via:
- Family Information Service
- Play Networks: Play Montgomeryshire, Play Radnor & Brecknock Play Networks
- Leisure Centers each have a website and make use of Facebook to promote activities
- PAVO blog postings and information briefings
- Press releases/local newspapers
- Facebook pages and twitter via partner’s/stakeholders accounts are seeing increased use.
-Some activities are promoted via school bag but this is down to each individual school.
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Matter F: Access to space/provision
The Local Authority should consider all the factors that contribute to children’s access to play or moving around their community.
RAG Status
Criteria fully met.
Criteria partially met.
Criteria not met.

LA
Ref
No
F1

Criteria
The Local Authority keeps an
up to date record of the
number of 20 mph
zones/school safety zones in
residential areas

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths

Shortfalls

Identified actions for
Action Plan

Powys County Council’s
Road Safety Department
keeps records updated.

F2

The Local Authority has an
identified mechanism for
assessing the impact of speed
reduction and other road
safety measures on the
opportunity for children to play
outside in their communities

Powys County Council’s
Road Safety Department
has a system to assess the
road safety measures for
children in their
communities.

F3

The Local Authority has a
plan(s) to reduce the negative
effect of busy roads and
junctions through the
introduction of speed reduction
measures and provision of

The Integrated Network
Map identifies possible
future active travel routes,
as requested by
stakeholders. Development
of such routes can provide

Funding awarded for
Active Travel
improvements is
competitive and
limited. Schemes
must be excellent

Further development of
Active Travel towns to
increase walking and
cycling.
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Ref
No

Criteria
safe crossing points/routes for
pedestrians and cyclists

F4

The Local Authority has a
plan(s) to improve walking and
cycle access to parks, outdoor
play facilities and local leisure
centres from residential areas

F5

There is potential for the Local
Authority to take further action

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths
an opportunity incorporate
road safety and traffic
calming features, such as
speed cushions, controlled
crossings, etc.

Powys County Council has
an Active Travel Strategy
and conducts public Active
Travel routes consultation
on key walking and cycle
routes which seeks citizen’s
views on the safety needs
of these routes when need
identified.
Active travel surveys have
proven that traffic speed

Shortfalls

Identified actions for
Action Plan

value for money,
designed to
maximise active
travel uptake and be
delivered to
standards within a
defined timeline.
Incorporating
changes to highways
as part of the
scheme requires
additional
assessment and a
lengthy consultation
process which may
jeopardise meeting
the construction
deadline.

Active Travel surveys
suggests that
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Ref
No

F6

Criteria
to reduce traffic speed and
improve road safety to
promote play opportunities

The Local Authority uses road
safety grants and/or other
funding to support delivery of
cycling training for children to
national standards

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths
and volume influence
parents and school’s
attitudes to children walking
and cycling to and from
school and also for
recreation. Therefore, as
active travel facilities are
installed/upgraded in towns,
the effect of creating 20mph
zones adjacent to the active
travel route would increase
the perception of safety of
walkers and cyclists, which
would in turn result in
greater uptake of active
travel.
When designing new
housing developments
account is taken of the need
to calm traffic and promote
play opportunities.
National Standards Cycle
Training is delivered to year
6 pupils in participating
schools with appropriate
facilities, on an annual
basis.

Shortfalls

Identified actions for
Action Plan

reducing traffic
speeds could
promote more
recreation
opportunities, but this
would increase
vehicular journey
time.
Further development of
Active Travel towns to
increase walking and
cycling.

National Standards
Level 1 training
requires a suitable
traffic free training
location. Level 2
National Standards
training requires
accessible
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Ref
No

Criteria

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths

Shortfalls
appropriate open
highway locations.
There is currently a
minimum criteria
assessment the
authority uses to
determine whether a
school has the
appropriate facilities
for training to be
undertaken. These
factors mean not all
schools are eligible
to receive National
Standards cycle
training.
Participation is
voluntary and not all
schools agree to
receive NS cycle
training, even if they
have appropriate
facilities.
NS cycle training
delivery is dependent
on the availability of
qualified instructors
employed by the LA.
If instructors are

Identified actions for
Action Plan
Partners, services, key
stakeholders, positions of
influence and organisations
to recognise the importance
of play and acknowledge
when planning, providing
and delivering services.
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Ref
No

Criteria

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths

F7

The Local Authority uses road
safety grants and/or other
funding to provide pedestrian
safety training for children

Kerb Craft training is
provided in participating
schools, to pupils in years 1
and 2, on an annual basis.

F8

The Local Authority has an
accessible and well-known
way of arranging temporary
road closures, to support more
children to play outside their
homes

Roads are able to be closed
following an online
application process. This
requires 10 weeks’ notice.
Costs are charged to
recover public notification.

F9

The Local Authority refers to
Manual for Streets when
considering new
developments and changes to
the highway network/urban
realm

For all non-trunk road
networks the Active Travel
Act Design Guide must be
considered by local
authorities when designing
active travel routes, even
where the advice in this
document conflicts with
current local authority

Shortfalls

Identified actions for
Action Plan

unavailable this can
reduce the volume of
training which can be
provided throughout
the county
Kerbcraft delivery
requires suitable
facilities. This means
that some schools
are not eligible to
receive training as
they do not have the
required facilities.

The active travel
team is very small
and has limited
capacity. Therefore,
it may not be
possible to ensure
sufficient
consideration has
been given by
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Ref
No

F10

Criteria

The Local Authority works to
nationally recognised good
practice guidelines when
developing walking and
cycling facilities

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths

Shortfalls

design standards. Local
authorities may also
consider guidance
contained in MfS and MfS2,
but advice contained in this
document will take
precedence if there is any
conflict. If, after
consideration of the advice
within this guidance, the
local authority elects to
follow alternative guidance,
then the local authority
should retain documentation
for this design decision.
The LDP Policy T1 – Travel,
Traffic and Transport
Infrastructure facilitates
active travel for commuting
and/or access to services
through locating
development where it can
take advantage of, or add
to, the network of safe
pedestrian and cycling
routes. Consequently,
developers are required to
ensure that new

developers/engineers
to Manual for Streets.

Identified actions for
Action Plan

The required
minimum
specifications
dictated by the Active
Travel Design Guide
can occasionally
prevent suitable links
being approved as
active travel routes.
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No

Criteria

F11

The Local Authority uses child
pedestrian road accident
casualty data to inform the
location and design of
interventions which help
children get around
independently in their
communities

F12

The Local Authority considers
children’s needs to access play
opportunities when making
decisions about public transport
planning and expenditure

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths
developments encourage
walking and cycling.
Casualty data is collected.
Powys is a very rural county
with many small country
roads. Many connecting
roads are busy A-roads with
heavy lorries and fast
moving vehicles. Many
children have difficulty
moving around
independently unless they
are living in one of the
market towns.
Transport routes are
prioritised for: Health,
Employment & Economy access to retail. Most routes
are to take people out of
county. Little/no
consideration for play &
leisure activities. Most
leisure centres based at
schools and on a
main/major bus route.

Shortfalls

Identified actions for
Action Plan

Transport - There are
many competing
demands for the
provision of public
transport in a large
rural area. We tend
to plan our public
transport around
centres of education /
training / health /
employment / social.
No consideration is
given specifically to
play opportunities but
it would be

Partners, services, key
stakeholders, positions of
influence and organisations
to recognise the importance
of play and acknowledge
when planning, providing
and delivering services.
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No

F13

Criteria

The requirements of disabled
children are understood and
provided for within traffic and
transport initiatives

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths

Shortfalls

Identified actions for
Action Plan

reasonable to
assume that making
a bus journey that
play opportunities
would exist at most
of the towns, hamlets
and villages our
buses pass through.
All public transport service
More detailed
vehicles are DDA compliant. evidence of need is
required.

Information, publicity and events:
For children and families to take part in play opportunities, recreational activities and events it is necessary for them to know what is
available in their area.
F14

The Local Authority has a
clearly identified section on its
website which gives
information about play
opportunities as described in
the Statutory Guidance (play
areas, play provision, clubs
and their accessibility)

Play section available which
contains PSA. Information
also available through
Dewis, InfoEngine and FIS
Outreach workers.
Requirement under the
Welsh Language Standards
to advertise / promote
services provided in Welsh.

As part of PSA
website to be
updated with links to
relevant services
and partners.

Development of the PCC
website including links to
and promotion of Play
Wales website.
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F15

The Local Authority provides
information on access to play
opportunities and contact for
support if required

Yes, through Dewis website
and FIS. Requirement
under the Welsh Language
Standards to advertise /
promote services provided
in Welsh. Required
therefore to state what
provision is available /
accessible in Welsh. Sach
Bach a Iach activity bags
are provided for parents to
take home from pre-school
settings – including
signposting and ideas for
play opportunities.

F16

The Local Authority supports
and publicises events which
encourage play opportunities
and events for children and
families

Yes, through Dewis,
InfoEngine, PAVO, social
media and FIS.
Requirement under the
Welsh Language Standards
to advertise / promote
services provided in Welsh.
Required therefore to state
what provision is available /
accessible in Welsh.
Promotion of Sblash a Sbri
and Play Network sessions
carried out. 10 Steps to a
Healthy Weight / School
Age Healthy Weight
Meetings. C&ODR Services

Development of PCC Play
website including the
promotion of Play Wales
website and information
available to services,
partners and communities.
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F17

The Local Authority publicises
information which contributes
to positive community attitudes
to play

works closely with Play
Groups who have the ability
to arrange play days and
events on C&ODR land.
The Bach a Iach scheme
provides information to staff
and parents about
appropriate activities in the
local area. Newly
established Events Strategy
Group within the Local
Authority.
Leisure and Recreation
Services regularly promotes
and publicises events and
opportunities that
encourage play for children
and families – which
supports and contributes to
the wider health and wellbeing agenda.
Through FIS outreach
workers and online
communications. Welsh
Lang - Requirement under
the Welsh Language
Standards to advertise /
promote services provided
in Welsh. Required
therefore to state what
provision is available /
accessible in Welsh. SHEP

Development of
PCC Play website
including the
promotion of Play
Wales website and
information
available to
services, partners
and communities.

Promotion of information
data points (Dewis / Info
Engine) and signposting
opportunities.
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F18

The Local Authority publicises
information and support for
parents to help them
encourage their children to
play

Project takes place in
Powys each year and is run
in 4 schools throughout
Powys working with families
to promote and support
them to choose healthy
lifestyles. 10 steps to
Healthy Weight through
PTHB. The Bach a Iach
scheme provides
information to staff and
parents about appropriate
activities in the local area.
Funding available through
the Community Enablement
Grant, Powys Lottery and
Regeneration. Youth Club
opening days and times are
published on the Council’s
website and will soon be
available on
DEWIS/InfoEngine.
Flying Start, FIS, give it time
parenting campaign, Early
Intervention Services,
PAVO and Incredible Years
parenting programme all
foster a positive support for
play and parents. The Bach
a Iach scheme in Powys
and Powys Healthy Schools
and Preschools team as

Lack of outcome
data to evidence
that parents
encourage their
children to play.

Wider range of engagement
and consultation events and
focus groups.
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F19

The Local Authority widely
uses on-site signposting to
safeguard and promote play

F20

The Local Authority engages
with the media to encourage
the positive portrayal of
children playing in the local
area

part of the programme that
they deliver in schools,
supports them to encourage
children to play
Through Bach a Iach
information is provided
about appropriate activities
in the local area.
Information is also shared
through Midwives, Health
Visitors, Freedom Leisure,
SHEP and C&ODR.
All organisations/agencies
can support and encourage
play and access to play.

Due to financial
restraints Signage
installation has
been curtailed.
The work of the Children’s
There is a need to
Services Communications & broaden
Marketing Officer includes
understanding of
the positive promotion of
play provision
young people image within
beyond that of
the local community /
providing fixed play
media, which includes play. provision. Potential
FIS have a strong following exists within the
on social media including
Local Authority’s
Facebook. Housing
work with Town &
Strategy ‘Love where you
Community
Live’ has recently been
Councils in respect
developed. The authority
of community
uses the strap line ‘Live,
delivered services
Work and Play in Powys’ to to develop this
promote the county. Sports

C&ODR has now moved
Services and is now placed
within the Housing &
Community Development.
Potentially new replacement
ownership signage is to be
developed and installed.
Developing relationships,
engagement and
collaborative working with
Town & Community
Councils.
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Development Officers
promote all levels of
sporting activity and
success from grass roots to
professional.

understanding
further.

Access to space/provision
How has the Local Authority ensured collaboration to ensure children can move around their communities to increase access to
opportunities for playing?
The Local Authority and partner agencies work together to promote access to space/provision, via all their own communication channels e.g.:
newsletters and social media platforms.
Childcare Strategy - information available for families via the Family Information Service.
Team Around the Family model to ensure that families receive the information, advice and guidance to access playing opportunities which
meet their needs.
In accordance with the Active Travel Act, suitable active travel routes must be identified and mapped by local authorities (the Existing Route
Maps). An active travel route is a facility to enable people to walk and cycle to their destination, therefore can help children move around their
community, increasing access to opportunities for playing.
Have there been challenges?
Not all settlements have suitable active travel routes. Active Travel funding for new/improved facilities is competitive and currently awarded in
Designated Localities only (Powys currently has 11 designated localities).
New Active Travel Routes should be identified by stakeholders, through the Integrated Network Map. Despite this, there can occasionally be
some resistance from local residents.
How can these be overcome?
Community engagement is essential and should commence at the earliest opportunity to maximise support and increase the chances of
funding being approved.
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Comments
Powys County Council is currently a leading authority in working with local communities, including schools, to develop and promote active
travel, and has adopted a community lead design for all new active travel route developments. The Active Travel (Wales) Act places a statutory
duty on Local Authorities in Wales to continually improve and promote Active Travel routes and encourage more cycling and walking for
everyday journeys. Powys have successfully used Welsh Government Grant funding to improve Active Travel facilities across the county. Work
is still needed in order to use the planning system to better effect to ensure that new developments contribute to this ambition. At the moment
thinking is focused around creating Active Travel routes to school, work or recreational or play opportunities. We should also think about the
street as a destination for play rather than simply a route to other facilities.
Information, publicity, events
How has the Local Authority positively used information to support access to play provision?
Guidance Toolkits developed and provided by Play Wales have been shared with partners and services and will be made available through
links on the PCC website.
Family Information Service website has listed provision and outdoor play spaces available. FIS social media updated regularly with current
provision.
Youth Club opening dates and times are on the Council’s website and will be added to DEWIS/InfoEngine soon.
Flying Start has a programme to promote the benefits of play for families.
Play Networks promote play activities happening at a local level. They use Facebook pages to promote their own events
Play events are promoted via PAVO Children & Families Blog - community organisations are then informed and able to promote across their
own networks.
Freedom Leisure, Sport Powys and other Leisure & Recreation Services publicise events within centres, on social media and through a range
of other media.
Have there been challenges?
Ensuring that information is getting to the right audiences and recipients. Powys is always challenged by its geography, so the circulation and
dissemination of data and information throughout the County is a challenge in itself.
Several years ago, Holiday Activity Teams produced a brochure (printed) for the north, mid and south areas of Powys to promote and inform
residents and visitors about the holiday activities in Powys. A considerable range of services, organisations and partners contributed to the
brochures which took a significant time to co-ordinate and produce. Unfortunately, as budgets reduced, the brochure was transferred to an
online version only, and was not accessed in the same way. There have been many requests lately for the return of the printed brochure.
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How can these be overcome?
Potential exists within the Local Authority’s work with Town & Community Councils in respect of community delivered services to develop the
understanding of play further and to support the sharing and dissemination of necessary information.

Matter G: Securing and developing the play workforce
The Local Authority should provide information on the organisational structure of the policy area which manages the play agenda and the play
workforce.
RAG status
Criteria fully met.
Criteria partially met.
Criteria not met.

LA Ref No

Criteria

RAG
RAG
Evidence to support
Shortfalls
Identified actions for
Status
Status
strengths
Action Plan
2016
2019
Note – These criteria are specifically about Playwork: Playwork is a highly skilled profession that enriches and enhances play. It takes
place where adults support children’s play but it is not driven by prescribed education or care outcomes. This includes both open
access and out of school childcare settings
G1
The Local Authority keeps
Information collated by a Central
Development of the
up to date information
commissioned childcare
coordination of
workforce.
regarding the playwork
business support service workforce data in
workforce across the Local
when providing the CBS
a single place.
Authority (this should
contract. This service is
include the number of
now run in house. PCC
playworkers, playwork
Training Unit monitor
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Criteria
management structure,
qualification levels, training
opportunities and
volunteers)

G2

The Local Authority supports
all of the workforce to
achieve the qualification
level required by the Welsh
Government’s National
Minimum Standards

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths
access to core training
from across the social
care & child care sector.
Record of Welsh
Language Skills within
playwork workforce, to
support Welsh Language
provision. This
information will fall into
the Powys Healthy
Weights Steering Group
Action plan. It will appear
as an action as part of a
project or organising
training. Information is
held by various
departments but not
necessarily in a
coordinated way.
Links are made with the
childcare strategy and
integrated workforce
developments. OOSCG
grant has supported the
Level 3 Award in
Transition to Playwork
from Early Years in the
last three years.

Shortfalls

Central
coordination and
monitoring of
whole workforce
development
across the sector.

Identified actions for
Action Plan

Development of the
workforce.
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Criteria

G3

The Local Authority supports
the workforce to achieve the
accepted qualification levels
set out by SkillsActive

G4

G5

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths

Shortfalls

Identified actions for
Action Plan

Training for playworkers
has been delivered but is
reliant on running when
funding is available.

Limitations of
existing funding.

The Local Authority has a
staff development budget
ring fenced for play,
including playwork

Funding for training
under the Integrated
Workforce Development
is prioritise to meet
CCSIW national
minimum standards. The
Out Of School Childcare
Grant (OOSCG) has
been profiled to allow for
playwork training to be
delivered. This grant is
specifically for Childcare
and Play.

Reducing local
Identification / acquisition
authority budgets
of additional funding
will mean that
streams / grants
training will be
focused on
meeting CCSIW
standards.
Partners feel that
there is a lack of
qualified trainers in
Powys to deliver
specific playwork
training.

There is a comprehensive
range of Continuing
Professional Development
(CPD) opportunities
available for playworkers in
the area

Not at present due to
resources available and
timing of additional
funding. PAVO publishes
information on skills and
training offered.
Clybiau Plant offer
training. Bach a Iach and
the HPSS provide
training around their

Lack of financial
strategy to
resource ongoing
specific playwork
training means this
is not sustainable.
Partners feel there
are insufficient
CPD opportunities
presently.
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Criteria

G6

Training is available for
volunteers and parents to
develop their knowledge on
skills in playwork

G7

The Local Authority includes
playwork within its
Workforce Development
strategies

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths
annual focus areas to
those engaged in the
schemes.
Not at present although
some opportunities do
exist. Parent sessions
around physical literacy
are offered to parents as
part of the ‘Sach Bach
Iach’ parent bag
workshops through Bach
a Iach.
Training needs are
identified via the
Integrated Workforce
Development Unit via the
annual Training Needs
Analysis. Flying Start and
childcare is included.
This will often involve
play training. Partners
often provide more
informal training for the
wider workforce.

Shortfalls

Identified actions for
Action Plan

CSA 2017 action
Development of the
is for leaders to be workforce.
Play work trained
or undertake their
top up to play
work. Without this,
Settings will be
non-compliant with
CSSIW from Sept
18. Funding
needed to address
this. Further
opportunities could
be provided if
funding were
available at the
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G8

Criteria

The Local Authority supports
partners to deliver
appropriate training to
community groups, parents
and volunteers

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths

Shortfalls

Identified actions for
Action Plan

start of the year to
plan appropriately.
Lack of financial
strategy to
resource ongoing
specific playwork
training means this
is not sustainable.

Play Networks, Dyfodol
Powys Futures and other
partners deliver training
to parents and volunteers
as and when
funding is available. This
happens on an ad hoc
basis at present where
funding allows. For
example support has
been given in the from
the SD teams to deliver
‘circus skills’ training to
pre-schools in Bach a
Iach and the HPSS.
Note – these criteria are about the Play workforce: This encompasses anyone employed whose role has an impact on children playing
– those who may either directly facilitate their play, design for playing, or those with the power to give permission for children to play,
or not.
G9
The Local Authority has
The Council carries out a This data could be Making data available to
undertaken a
comprehensive training
used in a more
others (promotion,
comprehensive training
needs analysis (TNA) for proactive way, to
dissemination, sharing)
needs analysis for the play
the workforce. Many of
plan training over
and for the purposes of
workforce as defined in the
the professionals who
a longer period of
planning.
toolkit glossary and above
complete the forms will
time (e.g. three
undertake roles which
years) as opposed
impact directly and
to annually.
indirectly on children’s
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Criteria

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths

Shortfalls

Identified actions for
Action Plan

access to play. TNA and
workforce data is
coordinated and by the
Workforce Development
Unit. Results are fed
back to the Integrated
Workforce Board. The
Childcare Business
Support service monitor
workforce development
needs across the entire
childcare sector and
report this into the CCTT
who commission the
service. Workforce
Development and
Training data held on the
central Trent MIS system
is used to plan annual
training schedules. The
Childcare Sufficiency
Audit 2017 looked to
further develop links
between the Training Unit
and Umbrella
Organisations to ensure
that training is put on at
suitable times for the
sector. The CSA also
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Criteria

G10

The Local Authority takes
action to expand the variety
of learning and development
opportunities that are
offered to staff

G11

There is a comprehensive
range of CPD opportunities
for a range of professionals
who work with children

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths
looks to provide funding
top up to play work to
ensure that Out of School
Childcare are CSSIW
compliant.
Information collected
from the Training Needs
Analysis and workforce
data is fed into
developing the annual
training programme.
Bach a Iach and PreSchools training for staff
(as cited in previous
sections) such as annual
Bach a Iach Conference
for setting staff and
associated professionals
and partners.
An integrated training
brochure is published by
the Council, incorporating
courses from the Local
Safeguarding Children’s
Board, Children’s
Commissioning Team,
Adult & Children’s Social
Care and Powys teaching
Health Board.

Shortfalls

Identified actions for
Action Plan

Providers have fed
back that this is
not publicised
sufficiently if it is
available so
further work will
take place to
ensure that all
partners are
aware.

Providers have fed back
that this is not publicised
sufficiently if it is
available so further work
will take place to ensure
that all partners are
aware.
Development of a range
of marketing, promotional
and publicity materials
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G12

Criteria

Training awareness
sessions are available for
professionals and decision
makers whose work impacts
on children’s opportunities to
play

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths
The Integrated Training
Brochure offers
information about partner
organisations with
regards to their services
and training
opportunities. This is a
continual development
each year to include
more training that they
offer. Bach a Iach and
Pre-Schools training for
staff.
This has been part of the
CPD available - including
2 Powys Conferences,
playwork workshops,
visits to other play
spaces, funded places to
Play Wales Conference.
LA EY advisors and
Health professionals
working alongside
settings are invited to
training and conferences
being provided for the
setting leaders through
Bach a Iach and the
HPSS.

Shortfalls

Identified actions for
Action Plan
and methods to raise the
profile of play.

These activities
have been made
available due to
Welsh
Government grant
funded projects.
The lack of a
financial strategy
puts these
activities at risk in
the longer term.

Development of a range
of marketing, promotional
and publicity materials
and methods to raise the
profile of play.
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Securing and developing the play workforce
How has the Local Authority met the requirement to undertake or secure the managerial and delivery functions necessary to achieve
sufficient play opportunities?
The local authority has continued to ensure that managerial structures are in place to ensure that functions necessary to achieve sufficient play
opportunities are in place. The local authority held a Play Conference in September 2018 with a wider range of partners attending. This enabled
us to promote the requirements of Wales: A Play Friendly Country and discuss with partners how we can continue to deliver on these
requirements.
How has the Local Authority ensured it understands and provides for the workforce development needs of the play workforce (as
defined in Wales: A Play Friendly Country and above)?
The local authority continues to conduct a training needs analysis of the wider children and young people’s workforce. This ensures that training
needs can be collated and appropriate training can be planned and secured so that staff have the skills required as part of their roles. The local
authority welcomes the additional grant funding for play opportunities that Welsh Government has been able to provide over the past few years,
but the timing of this creates issues in being able to plan for and deliver workforce development opportunities in a sustainable and coordinated
way.
How has the Local Authority ensured it understands and provides the playwork workforce (as defined in Wales: A Play Friendly
Country and above)?
As outlined above, the local authority recognises that there is a wider play workforce within our local communities, as well as third sector and
public sector bodies. We continue to maintain close links with the county’s Play Networks, as well as other partners who deliver play as part of
their services, so that we understand the issues facing the workforce.
Have there been challenges?

Reducing budgets and grant funding

How can these be overcome?

Identification / acquisition of additional funding streams / grants.
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The play workforce is an important element which is required throughout the Local Authorities and its partners. Unfortunately, budgets and
funding are not very often earmarked or designated for ‘play’. Additional funding resource is very often required to develop this necessary part of
the workforce in Powys.

Matter H: Community engagement and participation.
The Local Authority should consult widely with children, their families and other stakeholders on their views on play provision. It should also
promote wide community engagement in providing play friendly communities.
RAG Status
Criteria fully met.
Criteria partially met.
Criteria not met.
LA Ref
No
H1

Criteria
The Local Authority promotes
initiatives to engage relevant
groups in enhancing play
opportunities for children in its
area.

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths

Shortfalls

Identified actions for
Action Plan

Access to play sufficiency
funding has allowed for
limited delivery of play
opportunities. Powys Big
Play Survey 2018
conducted for children and
young people was
available both online and
via hardcopies.

Lack of
sustainability. It is
felt by partners that
longer term funding
for projects would
make a larger
difference in
communities.

Volunteer development
Additional funding streams
/ grants. Developing
relationships, engagement
and collaborative working
with Town & Community
Councils.
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LA Ref
No

Criteria

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths
Engagement with Town
and Community Councils.
Community Focused
Schools activities run.
Outdoor Play/Learning
training being provided
across the county in May
to those involved in Bach a
Iach and the HPSS. Last
year Circus Skills and Busy
Feet Explorers workshops
were accessed by setting
leaders, SD teams and
other Health Professionals.
As part of our assessment
of play areas in municipal
housing areas, we will be
exploring the potential for
local groups to become
more closely engaged in
designing and overseeing
these facilities.
Freedom Leisure and
Sport Powys regularly
engage with a range of
participants and
stakeholders to gauge
views to help enhance play
opportunities.

Shortfalls

Identified actions for
Action Plan

Lack of feedback
from Town and
Community
Councils when
asked to comment
on the PSA.
Community
engagement is
down to individual
schools.
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LA Ref
No

H2

Criteria

The Local Authority promotes
community engagement in:
- making space available
and suitable for play
- organising play events
- positive attitudes towards
children and play
- training on the importance
of play.

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths
The Arts, Museums,
Libraries and Outdoor
Recreation services
engage and recruit
volunteers to help enhance
play opportunities.
The National Participation
Standards are adopted and
used by the Local Authority
when consulting in respect
of services. Third sector
organisations are
supported and encouraged
to undertake Young
People's Participation
Standards.
The 3 shire locally based
Play Networks are
embedded into the
community to provide play
events, support play space
development and advocate
for play. They promote
training and recruit and
support volunteers. They
are part of the community
delivering for the
community.

Shortfalls

Identified actions for
Action Plan

Lack of monitoring
& recording of
evidence of direct
community
engagement and
participation.
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LA Ref
No

Criteria

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths

Shortfalls

Identified actions for
Action Plan

In addition, other
community based
organisations work to
provide play opportunities
within communities e.g.:
afterschool clubs, preschool playgroups, youth
activity clubs. Action for
Children provide an early
intervention, family support
service with play as a
foundation to build positive
adult/child relationships.
Powys Healthy Weights
Steering Group are
currently planning training
regarding outdoor play for
childcare settings leaders.
We have also provided 10
steps to a Healthy Weight
table cloths which are
suitable for the use at play
events and promote
positive attitudes towards
children and play.
The Powys Healthy
Weights Steering Group
also is involved in
promoting national
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LA Ref
No

Criteria

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths

Shortfalls

Identified actions for
Action Plan

campaigns for 10 steps to
a Healthy Weight and the
recognition of overweight
and obesity in children.
Outdoor Play/Learning
training being provided
across the county in May
to those involved in Bach a
Iach and the HPSS.
Libraries based in
corporate buildings are
used for a variety of
activities and clubs.
Libraries computers and
customer services advisors
provide the opportunity to
for information sharing and
promotion.
Leisure & Recreation
Services promotes
engagement to enhance
and develop play
opportunities through a
range of methods.

Community engagement and participation.
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How has the Local Authority effectively used existing mechanisms for children’s participation and family consultation
processes with regards to play?
The Play Networks/Association are community based organisations; run by the community for the community. Strategic planning
groups, under Start Well include: childcare strategy, strategic parenting, family & behaviour support. Workstreams receive feedback
and views via service providers.
Powys Big Play Survey 2018 conducted. Comments from children and young people on what’s good about play in their area
included; green open spaces, animals, parks, feeling safe, quiet, the surrounding community, space to play football and ride bikes,
friends living close by, being near to the river. One young person wrote “Safe area, not many cars about. Fresh air away from a
busy road. Trees and a brook close by. Grassy area for football. Safe for riding bikes and scooters.” Another wrote, “It is good
because I have lots of places to play with my friends.” Comments on what wasn’t good about play included old equipment, dog poo,
youth clubs for older young people, lots of cars, lack of pavements, lack of specific sites for biking and skating, lack of shelter,
rubbish and graffiti, adults complaining, lack of organised clubs. One young person wrote “It's very muddy at the play park in the
winter and we need somewhere to go then. The equipment needs updating and there could be more equipment for more ages. A
trim trail would improve it.” Another wrote “Nowhere for biking without driving for 10 miles. No proper skate park. Nowhere
teenagers can hang out, other than on a Tuesday or Friday night. Therefore, hang outside Tesco’s or the closed Youth Club.”
Have Your Say Day Report (2017) - common themes were around the access to specific sports in a rural area, lack of public
transport and cost - with young people expressing that leisure centres were increasing prices beyond what they can afford. Young
people worry about living in rural isolated locations with little phone signal, the lack of diverse activities in the community, public
transport (both the lack of and reliability), drug use, the difficulty to attend groups and clubs in the evening if you live out of town,
lack of street lightening, speeding & mobile phone use. On the positive side young people suggested that for the most part towns
and some villages are well-served by its own community with lots of activities and groups taking place. Young people suggested
that the council should be a ‘co-ordinator’ with the community helping to run and organise events and activities.
Primaries Have Your Say Day (2018) - Children commented on being afraid of being outside particularly at night for a variety of
reasons including; strange noises, fire, drugs, bullying, weapons, strangers, cows, and dogs not on leads. Children feel safe when
they have organised activities or clubs to attend especially with friends. Children also feel safe when in a group of their peers.
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Children like to be able to play outside near-by, such as in their own garden, within cycling distance or at a relative’s. Pupils think all
children should have safe spaces to cross, space of their own and safe places to play.
Careers Fair (2019). Young person’s feedback.
Worst thing about where young people live: Young people were clear that there is a lack of services, activities and facilities for
teenagers. Rurality also presented as an issues feeling in the middle of nowhere, and away from everything. Best thing about
where young people live: cinema, skate park, football pitch and walking routes.
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As part of the PSA Town and Community Councils were asked to feedback on how they felt about the play provision/opportunities
in their area and whether they felt there is anything missing and if so, what play opportunities/provision would they like to see. We
had limited feedback but those who did respond fed back the following positive comments – adequate equipment maintained by
Community Councils, Council owned land free to use by the community local surveys conducted with focus on improvement,
sufficient facilities for the area, partnerships with PCC including the leasing of land. Challenges/negative comments from the
Community Councils included the reliance on cars to get to larger/specialist facilities as public transport limited, date play parks,
lack of funding to meet cost of replacing equipment, traffic risks, green spaces being redeveloped by PCC. In future we will look to
engage with Town and Community Councils on a more individual or group level.
Sport Powys, libraries, museums and arts organisations regularly undertake engagement events and opportunities with their users
and wider communities, partners and stakeholders. Freedom Leisure encourage regular comments and feedback with a dedicated
‘consultation month’ each year.
Have there been challenges?
Trying to ensure that everyone ‘has their say’ and is included or is aware of consultation or
engagement activities and opportunities.
How can these be overcome?
& Info Engine

Joint working, sharing of data and information, promotion of central data sources such as Dewis
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Matter I: Play within all relevant policy and implementation agendas
The Local Authority should examine all its policy agendas for their potential impact on children’s opportunities to play and embed targets and
action to enhance children’s play opportunities within all such policies and strategies.
RAG Status
Criteria fully met.
Criteria partially met.
Criteria not met.
LA Ref
No
I1

Criteria
There is a named person on
the Local Public Service Board
who champions children’s play
and ensures that the Play
Sufficiency Assessment and
Action Plan contribute to and
are incorporated within the
Well-being Plan

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths

Shortfalls

Identified actions for
Action Plan

The Leader and the Chief
Executive of the Council are
members of the Public
Service Board. The Portfolio
Holder for Young People
and Culture champions play
and will brief these officers
with regards to the PSA
document and action plan,
which will be circulated to all
members, and published on
the PCC webpages. Any
major changes,
developments or potential
schemes will be escalated
through the appropriate
reporting channels as
necessary. It is also

Previously, many
corporate services
did not initially
consider play as
being a
consideration or a
responsibility – not
least considering
the wider impact
and benefits. The
Council has
strengthened its
Impact Assessment
process to include
children and young
people to ensure
that their views are

Partners, services, key
stakeholders, positions of
influence and organisations
to recognise the importance
of play and acknowledge
when planning, providing
and delivering services.
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LA Ref
No

I2

Criteria

The Well-Being Plan
recognises the importance of
play and contributes to the

RAG
Status
2016

NEW

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths

Shortfalls

Identified actions for
Action Plan

planned that the Action Plan considered when
and other associated
decisions are made.
activities will be reported
through the ‘Emotional
Health & Well-being’ group
(reporting to Start Well) in
the future.
Play was considered as part
of the assessment, and is
acknowledged in the Wellbeing Plan with a section
requiring completion now
included in the latest
version of all Impact
Assessments which will
help with future planning
and integration.
Children's play is addressed
through the collective PSB
partnership structure
through the Emotional
Health & Wellbeing
Workstream under the Start
Well Partnership of the
RPB.
Findings from the Play
Sufficiency Assessment
were included in Powys’
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LA Ref
No

Criteria
provision of rich play
opportunities

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths

Shortfalls

Identified actions for
Action Plan

Wellbeing Plan Towards
2040.
The Wellbeing Plan
identifies four local
objectives and play applies
to the second, third and
fourth of these objectives:
People in Powys will
experience a stable and
thriving economy
•
People in Powys will
enjoy a sustainable and
productive environment
•
People in Powys will
be healthy, socially
motivated and responsible
•
People in Powys will
be connected by strong
communities and a vibrant
culture.
Powys Public Health Team
promotes the 5 ways to
Wellbeing approach with all
partners in Powys.
Encouragement for people
to take opportunities to
‘play’ is incorporated within
this. Joint service
conversations within the
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LA Ref
No

Criteria

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths

Shortfalls

Identified actions for
Action Plan

authority are being had
around the introduction of
the new Wellbeing
Curriculum. Where possible,
Leisure & Recreation
officers discuss ‘play’ with
other services and
organisations to aid
promotion and
consideration when
planning projects and
schemes.
The intention is that the
identified actions from this
PSA will be sent to
identified individuals across
Partners to help take
forward, on a multi-agency
basis. Embedding the
actions within agencies’
planning will be essential in
the next period. We plan to
hold joint services meetings
throughout the year to
embed actions, get Play on
the agenda and move
actions forward. There is no
identified funding within the
authority for play, meaning
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LA Ref
No

Criteria

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths

Shortfalls

Identified actions for
Action Plan

Evidence to support
strengths

Shortfalls

Identified actions for
Action Plan

As part of the Healthy
Schools Initiative some
schools have used
elements of play to help
increase levels of physical
activity and provide a
variety of activities at play
times.
Anti-bullying programme
KIVA supports children to
deal with conflict.
IY programmes in schools
provide a culture of positive
behaviour.

Lack of feedback
from children/young
people on their
views of rich play
environments for
breaks during the
school day.

Links to ALN and new
curriculum transformation
programmes required.
Development of outdoor life
skills & physical literacy
programmes. Wider range
of engagement and
consultation events and
focus groups

any resource needs to
come from shrinking
existing sources or Welsh
Government.

Education and schools
LA Ref
No
I3

Criteria
Schools ensure that children
are provided with a rich play
environment for breaks during
the school day
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LA Ref
No

Criteria

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths

Shortfalls

Identified actions for
Action Plan

The Powys Healthy Schools
team as part of the program
that they deliver in schools
encourages schools to
consider their play
environments. A very few
schools only have hard-core
play areas and lack access
to green field play areas.
Powys Playful Schools
Programme has been
implemented by 9 schools
across Powys providing a
rich play environment and
play understanding for the
school staff. Nearly all
schools have access to play
areas which can be used
during break times. HS &
HPS standards in Food,
Fitness, Environment and
Active Play are assessed
for local and national
awards. Training, advice
and signposting provided by
the schemes, such as
Lunchtime Supervisor and
Year 6 Active Playtimes
training, In the Zone etc.
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LA Ref
No

I4

Criteria

Schools provide play
opportunities during out of
teaching hours

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths
Sport Powys Community
Officers work closely with
schools to develop
programmes, schemes,
activities and the workforce
through Young
Ambassadors and Active
Leaders to provide a rich
play environment during the
school day and as part of
extra-curricular
opportunities. Arts,
museums, dance and
libraries work with schools
to support and contribute to
their rich play environment.
As part of the Healthy
Schools Initiative some
schools have used
elements of play to help
increase levels of physical
activity and provide a
variety of activities at play
times. Nearly all schools
provide after school
activities/sports clubs for
pupils. However, most of
these are accessible for

Shortfalls

Identified actions for
Action Plan

Opportunities for
foundation phase
pupils to access
extra-curriculum
provision is limited.
Nearly all schools
provide after school
activities/sports
clubs for pupils.
However, most of
these are
accessible for pupils

Further work needed with
schools to develop
understanding of play and
community use of school
grounds. Links to ALN and
new curriculum
transformation programmes
required. Development of
outdoor life skills & physical
literacy programmes.
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LA Ref
No

Criteria

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths

Shortfalls

pupils from key stage 2 to
key stage 4.
Anti-bullying programme
KIVA support children to
deal with conflict.
IY programmes in schools
provide a culture of positive
behaviour.
HS&HPS standards in
Food, Fitness, Environment
and Active Play are
assessed for local and
national awards. Training,
advice and signposting
provided by the schemes,
such as Lunchtime
Supervisor and Year 6
Active Playtimes training, In
the Zone etc.
The Powys Healthy Schools
team as part of the program
that they deliver in schools
encourages play
opportunities out of teaching
hours.
Sport Powys Community
Officers work closely with
schools to develop
programmes, schemes,

from key stage 2 to
key stage 4.
Reduced budgets
and funding may
mean reduced sport
and recreation
activities –
extracurricular
provided by Sport
Powys

Identified actions for
Action Plan
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LA Ref
No

I5

Criteria

Schools provide access to
school grounds for playing out
of school times

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths

Shortfalls

Identified actions for
Action Plan

activities and the workforce
through Young
Ambassadors and Active
Leaders to provide a rich
play environment during the
school day and as part of
extra-curricular
opportunities. Arts,
museums, dance and
libraries work with schools
to support and contribute to
their rich play environment
Toolkits are available for
schools to provide access to
school grounds for playing
out of school times. About
half of Powys’ schools have
designated play areas
which are only accessible
during school opening
hours. Safe use of schools
grounds by the community
encouraged by the Healthy
school’s scheme where
appropriate. The Powys
Healthy Schools team as
part of the program that
they deliver in schools

Around half of
Powys schools do
not allow access to
school grounds out
of school times.

Further work needed with
schools to develop
understanding of play and
community use of school
grounds. Links to ALN and
new curriculum
transformation programmes.
Development of outdoor life
skills & physical literacy
programmes.
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No

I6

Criteria

Schools encourage children to
walk and cycle to school

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths
encourage access to school
grounds for playing out of
school times.
Safer routes to school.
Road Safety unit have
undertaken Kerb Safety
sessions in Schools.
Cycling delivered in
Schools. Nearly all Powys’
schools are involved in the
promotion of healthy living,
including the promotion of
walking or cycling to
schools. There are a few
schools that hold termly
walking bus initiatives to
promote walking to schools.
Integral to Sustainable
travel element of Healthy
Schools Award. Cycling
proficiency, walking buses,
pupil led travel surveys,
Sustrans schools projects
all encouraged and
supported by the Healthy
Schools Scheme where
appropriate and safe.

Shortfalls

The rural nature of a
majority of Powys’
schools means the
impact of promoting
pupils to walk or
cycle to school is
limited.

Identified actions for
Action Plan

Further development of
Active Travel towns to
increase walking and
cycling.
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LA Ref
No
I7

Criteria
The Local Authority offers
guidance to ensure schools
understand and ensure that
regular outdoor play is not
curtailed

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths

Shortfalls

Identified actions for
Action Plan

Foundation Phase with
younger children having
more access to play
throughout the whole day
rather than at "play times".
Estyn inspections including
"wellbeing". Some
examples of good practice
in some schools, supported
via Health Schools
initiatives and Schools Play
Project. Risk benefits
assessments undertaken by
schools and pre-schools
settings.
Outdoor play and other
activities such as Forest
Schools promoted by the
scheme, including school
funded outdoor wear and
equipment for the children
and appropriate staff
training.

Lack of monitoring
and data of the
provision of regular
outdoor play in
schools.
Demands put on
schools to
demonstrate
academic
achievement and
reach targets
impinges on time for
play.

Development of outdoor life
skills & physical literacy
programmes. Further work
with schools to develop
understanding of play and
community use of school
grounds.

Town and Country Planning
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LA Ref
No
I8

Criteria
The Local Development Plan
recognises and addresses the
outdoor play needs of children
of various age groups and
abilities

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths
LDP Policy DM3 – Public
Open Space covers
designated play areas (as
well as public parks and
gardens, natural and seminatural green spaces,
outdoor sports facilities, and
amenity green space). It
recognises and addresses
the outdoor play needs of
children and young people,
protects existing facilities
and promotes the provision
of new facilities by
developers of sites including
10 or more dwellings.
Supplementary Planning
Guidance on Open Space is
also being prepared for
adoption by the end of
2019.
Outdoor areas within school
garden environments for
Foundation phase as well
as school children.

Shortfalls
Lack of evidence
based needs of
children/young
people feeding into
the LDP.

Identified actions for
Action Plan
Wider range of engagement
and consultation events and
focus groups.

The Mid Wales
Local Transport
Plan 2015-2020
does not directly
acknowledge the
importance of local
streets, roads,
walking and cycle
routes as a means
of offering play
opportunities and
has not been
updated since 2016.
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Traffic and Transport
LA Ref
No

Criteria

I9

The local Transport Plan
recognises the importance of
local streets, roads and
walking and cycling route in
offering play opportunities for
children of different ages and
abilities

I10

The local Transport Plan
identifies ways of assessing
and addressing the needs of
all groups including those
which are often marginalised.

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths

Shortfalls

The Mid Wales Local
Transport Plan 2015-2020
recognises the need to
promote road safety training
and cycle training .

Transport - The Mid
Wales Local
Transport Plan
2015-2020 lacks
any explicit focus
upon assessing and
meeting the needs
of children and
young people and
has not been
updated since 2016.
The Mid Wales
Local Transport
Plan 2015-2020
lacks any explicit
focus upon
assessing and
meeting the needs
of children and
young people and
has not been
updated since 2016.

The Mid Wales Local
Transport Plan 2015-2020
addresses a range of
general access
requirements and needs
which will benefit all groups.
Community consultation on
public transport carried out
during 2015.

Identified actions for
Action Plan

Partners, services, key
stakeholders, positions of
influence and organisations
to recognise the importance
of play and acknowledge
when planning, providing
and delivering services.

Early Years Plans
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LA Ref
No
I11

Criteria
Early Years and Flying Start
plans and services recognise
the importance of play and
contribute to the provision of
rich play opportunities for
younger children

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths

Shortfalls

Identified actions for
Action Plan

The current Flying Start
plan acknowledges the
importance of play
opportunities; e.g. the
importance of free flow play
from indoors to outdoors.
The Pre School funded
settings in Powys follow the
Foundation Phase
Curriculum. Play is an
integral part of the Early
Years’ curriculum. As a
result, all 80 Early Years
settings provide quality
provision for active play. In
2017-18, 9 out of 10
settings inspected by Estyn
were judged as good for
Early Years’ provision.
The play opportunities are
available in the continuous
provision, enhanced
provision and adult focus
activities in both the indoors
and outdoors.
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LA Ref
No

Criteria

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths

Shortfalls

Identified actions for
Action Plan

Social media used as a
platform to share good
practice and initiatives.
Early Years settings are
encouraged to join the
Powys Healthy preschool
scheme which promotes the
importance of play.
Promotion within Baby
groups, 1:1 support,
Parenting programmes and
settings. HPSS and Bach a
Iach scheme plans
integrated into County
Healthy Weights strategy
and subgroup planning and
implementation. The WG
childcare offer (Jan 2019)
allows up to 30 hours of
childcare (including 10
hours’ foundation phase
education) for work parents.

Family policy and initiatives
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LA Ref
No

Criteria

I12

Family support initiatives
provide up to date information
and support for parents to
enable them to support their
children to play

I13

The local implementation of
the Families First programme
recognises the importance of
play and contributes to the

RAG
Status
2016

NEW

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths

Shortfalls

Identified actions for
Action Plan

Early Intervention Services
deliver programmes within
Powys, including the
Incredible Years
programme which is play
based. This provides
information to parents to
support their children.
The FIS, both through
outreach workers and social
media provides support for
parents to enable their
children to play. Action for
Children’s Family (AFC) &
Behaviour Service provides
support around parent/child
interaction through play on
a 1:1 support basis and/or
group Incredible Years
group provision. Bach a
Iach supports parent
sessions around physical
skills supported by Sach
Bach a Iach parent
engagement bags.
The current Flying Start
plan acknowledges the
importance of play
opportunities; e.g. the

119

Play Sufficiency Assessment Toolkit – Part 2
Assessment Toolkit
LA Ref
No

Criteria
provision of rich play
opportunities

I14

Plans to reduce the impact of
Adverse Childhood
Experiences recognises the
importance of play and
contributes to the provision of
rich play opportunities

RAG
Status
2016

NEW

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths

Shortfalls

Identified actions for
Action Plan

importance of free flow play
from indoors to outdoors.
AFC’s Family & Behaviour
Service provides support
around parent/child
interaction through play on
a 1:1 support basis and/or
group Incredible Years
group provision.
Recognised in the above
service as an important part
of supporting families. Team
Around the Family are able
to support families to
access play provision
through information sharing
and funding.
Staff in a considerable
number of partner
organisations across Powys
have attended ACEs
training. ERW/Education
and PHW led ACES training
rolled out across county.
Guidance to schools and
pre-schools settings to be
circulated.
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LA Ref
No
I15

Criteria
There are a range of play
based approaches to intergenerational activity

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths
Some examples of
intergenerational activity do
take place, e.g. Stay & Play
sessions, which offer those
attending with a child the
opportunity to interact with
others. The ICF Small
Grants Scheme funded an
intergenerational project in
Brecon within Care Homes,
with pre-school play
sessions taking place
alongside the residents.
New sessions in Powys for
dementia sufferers and their
careers at local Leisure
Centres. Families across
the generations are
encouraged to get involved
with the Sach Bach a Iach
through the Bach a Iach
Scheme. A number of
Powys schools have
become Dementia Friendly
schools and work with care

Shortfalls
Room for
development of
more projects
across the county.
Time limited
funding.

Identified actions for
Action Plan
The consideration of older
people and play. To identify
and acquire additional
funding streams / grants.
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LA Ref
No

I16

Criteria

There is a creative approach
to inter-generational activity
which encourages better
interaction between children of
different ages

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths
homes and dementia
sufferers in the community.
Some examples of
intergenerational activity do
take place, e.g. Stay & Play
sessions, which offer those
attending with a child the
opportunity to interact with
others.
Some examples do take
place at some locations,
e.g. some play sessions
encourage siblings to attend
with their parents.
Open access play sessions
are equally open to children
of any age.
Facebook pages promote
community activities to
appeal to all members of
the community.
A number of schools have
become Dementia friendly
schools.
Families across the
generations are encouraged
to get involved with the
Sach Bach a Iach through
the Bach a Iach Scheme.

Shortfalls

Safeguarding or
lack of resources to
manage
appropriately
sometimes create
barriers to
development in this
area.

Identified actions for
Action Plan

The consideration of older
people and play.
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LA Ref
No

Criteria

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths

Shortfalls

Identified actions for
Action Plan

Evidence to support
strengths

Shortfalls

Identified actions for
Action Plan

PCC Health & Safety
department have a school’s
template policy. This
recognises that
This template can be
adapted by schools, for their
own use.

Individual schools
have concerns over
health & safety
issues.

Some schools have become
Dementia Friendly schools
and work with care homes
and dementia sufferers in
the community.
Working towards an all
through school on one site
in Machynlleth. Currently
the through school is split
over two sites.
Leisure centre provide a
space for intergenerational
interaction and activity.

Health and Safety
LA Ref
No
I17

Criteria
The Health and Safety policies
explicitly recognise the value
of children being able to
experience risk and challenge
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LA Ref
No

I18

Criteria

The Health and Safety policies
and procedures incorporate
the risk-benefit approach to
health and safety assessments

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

Evidence to support
strengths
Pupils, allowing for their age
and aptitude, are expected
to:
a) Exercise personal
responsibility for the health
and safety of themselves
and others.
b) Observe standards of
dress consistent with safety
and/or hygiene.
c) Observe all the health
and safety rules of the
school and in particular the
instructions of staff given in
an emergency.
d) Use and not wilfully
misuse, neglect or interfere
with things provided for their
health and safety.
Health and Safety policies
in line with HSE guidance
form part of the audits
undertaken to achieve
elements of the HPS and
HS Schemes.
The PCC health & safety
department responds to
queries and carry out
inspections on request. The

Shortfalls

Identified actions for
Action Plan

There is no specific
reporting or
monitoring of health
& safety issues

124

Play Sufficiency Assessment Toolkit – Part 2
Assessment Toolkit
LA Ref
No

Criteria
as recommended by the
Health and Safety Executive
(HSE)

I19

RAG
Status
2016

RAG
Status
2019

The Local Authority offers the
provision of insurance through
the Local Authority scheme to
all third sector play providers
and community councils

Evidence to support
strengths
H&S dept. feed into the
Education Dept.’s team
meetings but focus on
trends and buildings.
Health and Safety policies
in line with HSE guidance
form part of the audits
undertaken to achieve
elements of the HPS and
HS Schemes.
The local authority would
not insure provision or play
grounds/spaces delivered
by any third parties. The
third party would have to
take responsibility for this.

Shortfalls

Identified actions for
Action Plan

relating specifically
to play.

Lack of information
available for the
local authority to
take a forward a
different policy.

Play within relevant policy and implementation agendas
Please use this section to highlight successes of collaboration across policy areas to improve play opportunities.
The two conferences we held have been an opportunity for partners and stakeholders to come together to focus on specific takes meaning that wider
stakeholders are able to benefit from the learning opportunity of these conferences long after the events. These conferences provided an opportunity
for a wide range of stakeholders to work together.
Services are beginning to work more collaboratively, and networking events enable wider discussion.
Health & safety remains an area of concern especially for schools. We are beginning to raise awareness of this and have open up more debates about
the risks children/young people need to take in play. Though we have an agreed position statement on benefit/risk this remains to be owned by a wider
range of partners/stakeholders to implement.
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The additional funding from Welsh Government has meant that Powys wide projects have been able to be delivered in the communities where
children/young people live. This has given us the opportunity to ensure that we can target those most in need in a coordinated approach.

Have there been challenges?
Often corporate services do not initially consider play as being a consideration or a responsibility – not least considering the wider impact and
benefits.
Reduced budgets and funding may mean reduced sport and recreation activities within schools. Demands on schools to demonstrate academic
achievement and reach targets also impinges on time for play.
Access to school grounds out of school time is the decision of individual schools. Currently around half of Powys schools are not allowing access
to school grounds out of school times.
The rurality of a majority of Powys’ schools means the impact of promoting pupils to walk or cycle to school is limited.
Time limited funding often affects the full development of projects and services.
How can these be overcome?
Further work with schools to develop understanding of play and community use of school grounds out of school hours.
Play work feeding into the Emotional health, Wellbeing and Youth Support Workstream (which reports to the Start Well Board) will help to raise
the profile of the play agenda.
Continue to build on relationships with partners and services to pool resources and budgets.

126

Play Sufficiency Assessment Toolkit – Part 2
Assessment Toolkit
Conclusion
This section should identify the key priorities for the Local Authorities in accordance with the regulations and described in the Statutory
Guidance.
As a result of the evidence gathered and provided and shortfalls identified, we have been able to generate key priorities
and several themes have emerged throughout the matters. There have been some changes since the previous
assessment was undertaken which is described below. How we achieve these priorities will be discussed with a range of
partners, services and organisations to agree action plans and priorities over the next three years.
Matter A: Population
The Play Sufficiency Assessment should provide an overview of population and demographic data used locally to plan for play
provision.
RAG Status for Matter A
Criteria fully met.
Criteria partially met.
Criteria not met.
Matter B: Providing for Diverse Needs
The Play Sufficiency Assessment should present data about how the Local Authority and partners aim to offer play opportunities
that are inclusive and encourage all children to play and meet together.
RAG Status:
Criteria fully met.
Criteria partially met.
Criteria not met.
Matter C: Space available for children to play: Open Spaces and Outdoor unstaffed designated play spaces
The Local Authority should recognise that all open spaces within their area are potentially important areas where children can play
or pass through to reach other play areas or places where they go.
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RAG Status
Criteria fully met.
Criteria partially met.
Criteria not met.
Matter D: Supervised provision
The Local Authority should aim to offer a range of supervised play provision.
RAG Status
Criteria fully met.
Criteria partially met.
Criteria not met.
Matter E: Charges for play provision
The Local Authority should consider which play opportunities involve a charge and the extent to which the Local Authority takes
these charges into account in assessing for sufficient play opportunities for children living in low income families as set out in the
Statutory Guidance.
RAG status
Criteria fully met.
Criteria partially met.
Criteria not met.
Matter F: Access to space/provision
The Local Authority should consider all the factors that contribute to children’s access to play or moving around their community.
RAG Status
Criteria fully met.
Criteria partially met.
Criteria not met.
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Matter G: Securing and developing the play workforce
The Local Authority should provide information on the organisational structure of the policy area which manages the play agenda
and the play workforce.
RAG status
Criteria fully met.
Criteria partially met.
Criteria not met.
Matter H: Community engagement and participation.
The Local Authority should consult widely with children, their families and other stakeholders on their views on play provision. It
should also promote wide community engagement in providing play friendly communities.
RAG Status
Criteria fully met.
Criteria partially met.
Criteria not met.
Matter I: Play within all relevant policy and implementation agendas
The Local Authority should examine all its policy agendas for their potential impact on children’s opportunities to play and embed
targets and action to enhance children’s play opportunities within all such policies and strategies.
RAG Status
Criteria fully met.
Criteria partially met.
Criteria not met.
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KEY AREAS OF IMPROVEMENT ACHIEVED DURING 2016-2019
The following criteria moved from Red to Amber RAG status during the period:
Matter D: Supervised provision
The Local Authority provides council premises and space free of charge to organisations which provide free (at the point of access)
play provision for children - LA provided activities make use of current premises. Third Sector organisations build in venue costs for
any grant funding applications to enable families to access FOC provision. SHEP project in 4 schools across Powys. AFC sessions
in Flying Start areas for Babies provide rooms FOC under commissioning agreement.
Matter E: Charges for play provision
The Local Authority provides subsided transport for children travelling to play opportunities - There are a range of subsidised bus
services that pass play areas. Children and young people travelling to sport or physical activity competitions or events receive
subsidised transport funded by the LA who ask for a parent/carer contribution.
Matter G: Securing and developing the play workforce The Local Authority has a staff development budget ring fenced for play,
including playwork - Funding for training under the Integrated Workforce Development is prioritised to meet CCSIW national
minimum standards. The OOSCG has been profiled to allow for playwork training to be delivered.
The following criteria moved from Amber to Green RAG status during the period:
Matter B: Providing for Diverse Needs
The requirements of young carers are understood and provided for - Activities aimed at Young Carers are provided via Credu. All
other play provision is offered to all as inclusive practice.
Matter C: Space available for children to play: Open Spaces and Outdoor unstaffed designated play spaces
The Local Authority has introduced smoke-free playgrounds - C&ODR has installed ‘No Smoking’ Signage at a majority of fixed
play areas throughout Powys including both PCC & Town & Community owned sites. All LA and school playgrounds are Smoke
free. The Local Authority has removed ‘no ball games’ signs to encourage more children playing in the community - Corporate
property has removed all signs unless there are known issues meaning signs have to be enforced. The Local Authority includes a
recognition of the importance of playing fields to children’s play when any disposal decisions are made - Requirement for new
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developers to undertake Open Space Assessments, prior to submitting planning applications, particularly where disposal concerns
open space. All C&ODR managed playing fields are regularly inspected and assessed.
Matter D: Supervised provision
The Local Authority keeps an up to date record of all supervised play provision as described in the Statutory Guidance - Supervised
play provision information is provided via the Family Information Service (FIS) as the central point for enquiries relating to childcare
or play. The Leisure & Recreation service pages also contain further detail about the Council’s supervised provision. In addition,
InfoEngine and Dewis provide an online Database organisation can use to register their provision.
Staffed play provision that the Local Authority’s partners provide meets the regulatory requirements and National Minimum
Standards - Registered holiday schemes would be compliant with CSSIW standards. Play workers work to the CSSIW standards
and have appropriate risk assessments and statutory policies in place. Staffed play provision across the Local Authority works to a
recognised quality assurance programme - The Childcare Business Support Service provides quality assurance for settings and
support for them to reach minimum national standards.
Third sector settings can make use of PQASSO and other quality assurance programmes such as Mudiads’ Rhagol and Wales
PPA.
Matter E: Charges for play provision
The Local Authority records the availability of no cost provision and the Local Authority records the provision of no cost / low cost
premises used for play provision - Through FIS, DEWIS and InfoEngine.
Matter F: Access to space/provision
The Local Authority publicises information and support for parents to help them encourage their children to play – Through FIS,
Flying Start, PAVO, Give it time Campaign, Incredible Years, SHEP, Freedom Leisure and Health colleagues.
Matter G: Securing and developing the play workforce
The Local Authority supports all of the workforce to achieve the qualification level required by the Welsh Government’s National
Minimum Standards - Links are made with the childcare strategy and integrated workforce developments. OOSCG grant has
supported the Level 3 Award in Transition to Playwork from Early Years in the last three years. Training awareness sessions are
available for professionals and decision makers whose work impacts on children’s opportunities to play - This has been part of the
CPD available - including 2 Powys Conferences, playwork workshops, visits to other play spaces, funded places to Play Wales
Conference.
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Matter H: Community engagement and participation.
The Local Authority promotes community engagement - The National Participation Standards are adopted and used by the Local
Authority when consulting in respect of services. Third sector organisations are supported and encouraged to undertake Young
People's Participation Standards. Plus, community based organisations work to provide play opportunities within communities.
Matter I: Play within all relevant policy and implementation agendas
Schools ensure that children are provided with a rich play environment for breaks during the school day - Healthy Schools Initiative
means schools have used elements of play to help increase levels of physical activity and provide a variety of activities at play
times. Anti-bullying programme KIVA supports children to deal with conflict. IY programmes in schools provide a culture of positive
behaviour.
There are a number of criteria within the Toolkit that was recorded as RED in 2016 and remain RED in 2019. These are:
Matter F: Access to space/provision
The Local Authority considers children’s needs to access play opportunities when making decisions about public transport planning
and expenditure
Matter I: Play within all relevant policy and implementation agendas
The local Transport Plan identifies ways of assessing and addressing the needs of all groups including those which are often
marginalised.
The Local Authority offers the provision of insurance through the Local Authority scheme to all third sector play providers and
community councils.
Criteria within the Toolkit which have seen a change in RAG status from Green to Amber or Amber to Red;
Matter C: Space available for children to play: Open Spaces and Outdoor unstaffed designated play spaces
Brownfield sites owned by the Local Authority are assessed for the potential for the site to be reclaimed to provide for children’s
play.
Matter D: Supervised provision
The Local Authority Youth Service provides for children’s opportunities for leisure and association.
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Matter F: Access to space/provision
The Local Authority uses road safety grants and/or other funding to support delivery of cycling training for children to national
standards.
Matter G: Securing and developing the play workforce
There is a comprehensive range of Continuing Professional Development (CPD) opportunities available for playworkers in the area.
Summary of feedback from children and young people
From engagement with young people on the play spaces and opportunities in their area the following themes were identified.
What’s good
 Walking routes
 Feeling safe
 Green Spaces
 Fresh air
 Trees
 Safe to ride bikes
 Animals
 Parks
 Surrounding community
 Space for football
What’s not so good
 Old play equipment
 Lack of space for older young people
 Cars
 Limited pavements
 Lack of sites for bikes and skateboards
 Litter
 Public Transport
 Cost of transport
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Dog fouling
Rurality

Similarities can be found between the feedback from the 2016 and 2019 PSAs including positive feedback on the number of green,
open spaces, feeling safe, trees and rivers. Public transport remains an issue for young people with many accessing play spaces
by travelling in a car with their parents or carers.
Way forward
This section should briefly introduce the Action Plan which sets out what steps need to be taken to improve the opportunities
for children to play within the Local Authority area, including what mechanism and criteria were used to agree and prioritise actions. It should
also describe the actions the Local Authority will take with regards to change in infrastructure, partnership working or mechanisms to ensure that
it is well placed to deliver on the duty to secure sufficient play opportunities
As part of the whole commissioning cycle this Play Sufficiency Assessment has been an exercise in reviewing the work and
activities over the past 3 years since the previous assessment was completed. Conducting the assessment has shown that we
have a large number of partners and stakeholder in Powys that are committed to support children and young people access play.
However, future funding to support a infrastructure may mean that there are fewer resources and opportunities to raise the
standards in play work to really make the most of children’s playful behaviour.
Below is the Powys Action Plan which has identified the priority themes for the next three years – which will be separated into
annual plans. This has been informed using feedback from services and partners who have contributed to the Play Sufficiency
Assessment. We have used the shortfalls highlighted to identify specific areas for development and further work.
Whilst completing the assessment we noticed a number of recurring themes, such as the need for focus groups and consultation
events, especially with minority groups, the development of joint working, objectives and outcomes, partners working together,
engaging with communities to value and invest in our children and young people. and the need for the development of a range of
marketing, promotional and publicity materials to raise the profile of play. The Action Plan has been discussed and agreed with the
Lead Member, Service & Strategy Development Manager for Housing & Community Development, Acting Partnership Manager for
Children’s Commissioning and Commissioning and Project Officer.
The Action Plan will be reviewed annually and disseminated to partners through a number of channels, including twice annual Play
Network meetings. There has been considerable change and reorganisation within the local authority recently in terms of
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structures, services and personnel, which we will continue to raise the profile of play throughout to deliver sufficient play
opportunities in Powys.
Funding for the facilitation and research/reporting on the Play Sufficiency Assessment will be reliant on additional funding sources.
As a number of similar actions were identified and repeated throughout the PSA we have listed our priorities / actions in the left
hand column of the table below and then noted the matter/s for which that action is relevant.

Signed:

Cllr Rachel Powell,
Portfolio Holder for Young People & Culture

Date: 29th March 2019
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Actions to be taken to address the issues / shortcomings recorded in the Play Sufficiency Assessment
Proposed actions for the period of 1st April 2019 – 31st March 2020
(Funding source: funding from Local Authority own budgets and to be included in the Well-being Plan)

Action / Priorities

When

Development of the PCC website

Year 1

Targets

Update site to include
interactive map

Links to Matters

Resources,
including costs

Funding source
(new or existing
funding streams)

Matter F

£2,321.95

WG – play opps
funding as part of PSA

Matters E, F & I

Officer time,
development of
volunteers.

Active Travel funding
but additional funding a
resources may be
necessary

Signposting mechanism to
Dewis & Info Engine for
providers
To inform, promote and
raise the profile
Further development of Active
Travel towns to increase walking
and cycling

Each year

Towns / areas to be
agreed using data
available and needs
identified

Working with
T&CCs
Costs not yet known

Promotion of information data
points (Dewis / Info Engine) and
signposting opportunities

Year 1

Encourage partners &
organisations to update
and utilise

Matters D & F

Officer time

Existing resources

Matters A, B & G

Officer time

Existing budgets /
funding

Customers to utilise one
point of information source
Making data available to others
(promotion, dissemination,

Each year

Methods & sources to be
discussed and agreed
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sharing) and for the purposes of
planning
Wider range of engagement and
consultation events and focus
groups
Promotion of the Play Wales
website
Developing relationships,
engagement and collaborative
working with Town & Community
Councils

Development of outdoor life skills
& physical literacy programmes

Each year

Year 1

Each year

Year 2

At least three groups each
year - exact groups to be
agreed

Matters A, B, F & I

Officer time,
facilities, materials
for events

Additional funding may
be required – existing
resource to be
quantified

Through PCC website &
partners

Matter F

Officer time

Existing budgets /
funding

At least three T&CCs each
year - exact areas to be
agreed

Matters A, B, C, F &
H

Officer and T&CC
time,

Existing budges /
funding

Additonal materials
and resources may
be required

Additional funding may
be required for future
developments

Work with schools service
and other providers

Matter I

Officer, volunteer
time

Additional funding may
be required for future
developments

Specialist
practititoners may
be required

The consideration of older people
and play

Year 1

Intial conversations with
Adult Services and
providers

Matter I

Officer time

Existing budgets /
funding

Links to ALN and new curriculum
transformation programmes

Year 1

Pilot project in schools
cluster area

Matter I

Officer time

Additional funding may
be required for future
developments

Specialist
practititoners may
be required
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Development of joint working,
objectives and outcomes

Each year

Linked to other key
corporate priorities and
plans

Matters A, C, D & F

Costs for additional
projects not yet
known

Joint plans and
programmes to be agreed
with partners
To identify and acquire additional
funding streams / grants

Further development and
implementation of agreed quality
standards

Further development of holiday
provision and opportunities for
specific groups

Development of a range of
marketing, promotional and
publicity materials and methods
to raise the profile of play

Each year

Year 2

Year 1

Year 1

Officer time

Will be required if existing
resources do not allow
priorities / actions to be
carried out

Matters B, G, H & I

Officer time

Existing standards to be
maintainted

Matters B & D

Officer time
Costs for additional
projects or
resources not yet
known

Suite of appropriate
standards to be agreed for
the future
Direction from ‘Start Well’
group re: type & quantity
of provision

Marketing, promotion &
publicity plan to be agreed
between partners

Matter D

Officer time
Costs for additional
projects or
resources not yet
known

Matter G

Officer time
Costs for additional
projects or
resources not yet
known

Existing budgets may
not contain capacity for
additional projects /
time needed to
undertake this work

Existing budgets may
not contain capacity for
additional projects /
time needed to
undertake this work
Additional funding will
be required for future
developments
Some existing funding
may be available

Existing budgets may
not contain capacity for
additional projects /
time needed to
undertake this work
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Partners, services, key
stakeholders, positions of
influence and organisations to
recognise the importance of play
and acknowledge when planning,
providing and delivering services.
Further work with schools to
develop understanding of play
and community use of school
grounds

Year 1

PSA to be circulated to
key stakeholders

Matters F & I

Officer time
Costs for additional
resources if
required not known

Member briefing to be
carried out

Existing budgets may
not contain capacity for
time needed to
undertake this work

Future Play Sufficiency
meetings to be planned

Year 2

Work with schools and
schools’ service, PTA’s,
governors and parents
Other groups and
organiations to be involved

Matter I

Officer time initially
Costs for additional
resources if
required not known

Existing budgets may
not contain capacity for
additional projects /
time needed to
undertake this work
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